The Simplicity of Having
Just Jesus

(A sermon given by Brother Rex B. Andrews on October 23, 1949)

I am going to start on a little excerpt from the message given to us years ago. I took it down myself and
it is perfectly correct. “Whatever brings us to Jesus personally increases our faith, and whatever takes us away
from Jesus personally decreases our faith.”

The question that started the talk that day was, “Why have we less faith after growing up than at the
beginning?” Now, this was years ago, maybe thirty years ago. There was a question asked, “Why have we less
faith after growing up than at the beginning?” The answer was, “We lose the simplicity of just having Jesus.”
The reason we have less faith after awhile - after we are grown up and know everything, and have proved that
nearly everybody else does not know very much compared with us - the reason that we have less faith after
growing up than at the beginning, is because we lose the simplicity of just having Jesus. In the course of the
talk it was expressed this way: “Whatever brings us to Jesus personally increases our faith, and whatever takes
us away from Jesus personally decreases our faith.”

I will not have time tonight to start in on that great long list of things that take you away from Jesus
personally. We can have a list three feet long here, and then would not exhaust it. There are so many things
that take us away from Jesus personally, but if | named some of those things it would hurt somebody, maybe,
because there are some things that take us away from Jesus personally which are very great treasures to our
hearts. The things that become great treasures to our hearts are very often the things in our own spiritual lives
which we have come to prize and idolize. God is sweeping away all the idols, and He is rooting them up out of
the hearts. That is deeper than the teeth in your jaw, the roots are down in your heart, and when He begins to
yank on your idols, the things you love about yourself, and for years you have been building up your hopes in,
and you are the center of it, and of which you have been enjoying the prospects - when the Lord begins to pull
He gets hold of that thing. He says, “Now just do not try to hang on and it will be all right.” The trouble is, we
hold on, and that is what makes all the trouble. We hold on, and we kick and we squirm, and we do all kinds of
things to keep God from setting us free.

Is it not queer what kind of things we will just hold on to; things that keep God from setting us free.
When He tries to pull, we say, “Oh, oh, I can’t stand it. I can never stand it, oooohhhh,” and there we go. We
cannot stand it as long as we say we cannot. But the reason for it is the reason for the lack of our faith as we
are growing up; it is that something takes us away from Jesus personally. We lose the simplicity of just having
Jesus. In these meetings, and the meetings we have been holding this year especially, the Lord has been cutting
through things to open the heart to see that, “I do not need anything but just Jesus.” The thing He has to cut
through mostly, is that which is opposite to the Poverty of Spirit which Jesus spoke about and the Mercy which
is the Will of God; the things which are opposite to the lowliness and Poverty of Spirit which Jesus described
and taught about. In fact, it was the ingredient in every teaching of His, and the mercy which is the Will of God.
When you know those two truths of Jesus you are in the beginning of the revelation of Jesus Himself.

Poverty means you do not have anything of your own, not even your own spiritual life. In fact, the
worst kind of riches you can have, the very worst kind of goods, riches, that you can have is your belief in your
own spiritual progress, and in your own spiritual goodness. Those are the things which blind you to that which
blinds people so that it is impossible for them to make any more progress until the Lord cuts through and leaves
them dumped down and broken, where they were at the beginning. Though they are teaching and preaching
to other people on the various phases of the Christian faith, yet in their own hearts they are missing Jesus



personally, by the things that they have arrayed before them as their expectation, or their achievement, or their
hopes. So, whatever takes you away from Jesus personally decreases your faith. You can go and listen to all the
sermons in the world on faith, but unless those sermons which you hear open your ears so that your eyes open
to Jesus, He will not put any faith in you because you will be leaning on the teacher; you will be leaning on the
person that is teaching you about faith, and you will be trying to bring to pass something that cannot be brought
to pass that way. So it works out opposite to what you are expecting it to work out. There are some little points
that are secrets to all these things. If you live in these things your faith grows, by the word of God. That is
what it is: Faith in you is simply that God’s Word is the Truth in you. You are willing to say, “God is true.”

It is a very great thing, isn’t it, when you come to that place where you are willing to acknowledge that
God is not a liar! You have been acknowledging you are true all the time, and you have not been able to see that
God is more true than you. You have been believing in yourself. And that is UNBELIEF. Unbelief is not that
you do not have any faith, but you have the wrong kind of faith - a dead faith. You believe in the wrong thing.
You believe in yourself, and so it is no good. It does not get you anywhere and it does keep you from seeing
the Lord. It does keep you from hearing the Lord. It does keep you from growing in the faith of God, because
faith comes by hearing the Word of God. If you know it is God’s Word it goes down into your heart, and is seed
because God is never apart from His own Word.

He lives in that and then any word that you receive from God as God’s own Word, is a LIVING THING.
It is just as living as any kernel of corn or wheat, or any other kind of a seed. Infinitely more so, because it is
germinating seed of an endless life - a life that never ends, a life that will not fade and will not pass away.

That simple word of God in your heart is faith, faith because you say, I believe HIM, I believe He
is true. What is faith? Well, that is it. Faith is the new creation, you understand that God is true. You just
understand it because His Word is alive IN you. Now all of that happened in you at the beginning, not because
you were a Bible student, not because you grasped the significance of things, but because you believed that God
sent Jesus Christ to Calvary’s cross to save you. You believed in the truth of God; you believed in God’s truth,
the truth of God, the truth of His Love. When you believed in the truth of His Love, the truth of God, that was
reality, that was life because He is real. Very simple.

But it is not simple to stay there. It is very simple to come there when you do not know anything
much, and when you are conscious of the guilt of your sins. It is very easy to come to Calvary when you have
been convinced by the Holy Ghost in your heart that you are a lost and doomed sinner, and that you have not
anything at all to help you, not a single thing. Then under the light of the Word of the Cross you come to
Calvary hopeless and helpless and you come and sing: “Rock of ages cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood from Thy riven side which flowed; Be of sin the double cure, save me from its guilt
and power.”

The next time you are conscious that you are not getting anywhere, sing the song, “Rock of Ages.”
Come to the feet of Jesus; quit being what you are; be what He wants you to be - helpless - YOU NEED HIM.

So it was when the Holy Spirit had convinced you that you are doomed; and you were lost and helpless;
and you could not do anything, and you were caught in the light of it. He also showed you where to go, and that
is what we lose after awhile. We do not always lose the condemning power, as some people express it, of the
Word of God. The devil condemns you, and your own heart condemns you, and the world condemns you, but
God CONVICTS you. He is desiring to justify you. He is trying to give you something all the time. He never
changes. He is trying to give you the same thing all the time. The trouble is, that the thing He wants to give
you to make you gloriously His child is something that fades from your vision. You had it when you first came
to Jesus -it was the lowliness of God. In your life you called it repentance, but it was God’s own lowliness and
mercy enveloping you, so that you wanted that kind of a Spirit to have possession of you. Then you looked



to Calvary, that is what the message of the Word was that brought you to salvation. There you came in such
simplicity and you hung helplessly upon Him. You loved the thought of it, and you loved the expression of it.

“Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee.” The Holy Spirit did not condemn you, He was
convicting you. He is convicting you of your sins by the Word of the Cross of Christ because sin is horrible
- it is a horror, an awful condition, not simply because of what it does to you but it is horrible because of what
you see it did in Jesus for you. Jesus, Himself, dying for you, carrying the burden of your sins, and the effect of
your sins, is the only place it is possible for you ever to see what sin is.

After you have been there, and when you have come out into the light, you begin to love the lowliness
and the mercy which is peculiarly the revelation of God. It is that which you come into when you enter into the
faith of a child of God. In that light you can look back and you can see what sin did to you. And you can begin
to grasp the significance of the horror of sin. But if you get your eyes off of Jesus Christ crucified, and turn
away to your knowledge of doctrines and to your discussions of various phases of these things and turn away
from Calvary, you will begin to lose the center of the light, the very bursting light that brought your eyes to
vision.

It was at the Cross where you first saw the light, and it is at the Cross where you secondly see the light.
If that is the 79th time that you come to the light, your eyes open more. You come to the light, and your eyes
will open where you first saw it. It is always there, the same thing, “where [ FIRST saw the light” - at the
Cross.

The trouble is you may get so smart, and know so much, that you have argued religion. Most people do
it; they argue so much religion and get angry in their arguments that they are right and the other fellow is wrong.
When you have proved that you are right a few times, you have pretty near lost your way, because you are not
right. You never were right, and never will be right of yourself. The only rightness you have is Christ crucified
for you, for HE is yours. HE is your righteousness. God bless you, my friends, if I could take your scalp
off tonight with an old-fashioned Indian tomahawk, and it would bring you to the light, and take away your
righteousness, would it not be worthwhile to do it? Lose your scalp and get the righteousness that God means
for you to have. We won’t say anything about anybody else - your own righteousness, your own righteousness!

Do you know, dear friends, that we are in the Judgment Day? Let us not get into a doctrinal discussion
of it. The Judgment Day is not just a “doctrine.” It is God Almighty cleaving between the good and evil. His
purpose in doing it is to establish your rights in Christ Jesus in the very face of the devil. That is what the
purpose of it is. The result is that He establishes you and divides the evil from the good, and the third point in
that Judgment is that He destroys the power of evil. But we are in it. You are in it now. Do you realize that?
You ought to. You ought to realize it. Now please do not think that I am saying these things to be rude. You
ought to realize in these days, in the condition that the world is in, to perceive that we are at the end of the rope
and we are at the end of the ages. In fact, a new age has already begun. But it is difficult for everybody to see
just what that means. It is not going to be done by doctrines. It is going to be done by God’s Word unfolding.
Heaven and earth may pass away, but His Word will not. What does that mean? Well, it means that His Word
changes the heavens and the earth; and the heavens and the earth have to change according to that Word.

We are in The Time when God judges the false righteousness of His saints. Why? Because He must get
us free from the self-righteousness which is the climax of evil; it is the apex of evil and it is lying there in most
of our hearts as the darling treasure which we are hanging on to. Unless the Lord can deliver you from your
self-righteousness in which are various types of pride and coveting, and angers or wrath, jealousy and envy -
unless He can deliver you from that self-righteousness which is capable of all kinds of evil - you will have to be
“judged with the world.” You are going to suffer loss. You are going to suffer loss as though your building had
been burned. The time is now when the fire is burning. It is starting to burn. Do you dare to pray, “Lord, send
the fire.”



I have been praying, “Lord, send the fire,” and He has demonstrated it to me a goodly number of times.
It is a very amazing thing; the fire of God makes the devils come right out in the eyes, and stand right up and try
to show off. The fire of God brings them out as when you are burning a log, all the spiders begin to come out,
and they go swarming around trying to find a place where they can get away from the heat and the smoke. So it
is in the fire of God. The fire of God touches your innermost consciousness - deeper than your knowledge. But
it is perfectly opened to God. You are not hidden to Him a particle. You can stick your head in the sand like an
ostrich; that is the way some of you live a good deal of the time. You hope God will not see all of it. Well, He
sees even your desire to stick your head in the sand. So you might just as well give in, and give up, and find the
way into His LIGHT.

God is seeking for us all to be more than conquerors, not just partial conquerors, but more than
conquerors. You cannot be more than a conqueror if you are going to keep something that defeats you
somewhere. That something which defeats you is the very heart of your heart. Well, I challenge you to say,
“God, yank it out of me, be the heart of my heart.”

He has an amazing way of doing it, in which He can destroy the sin; and He can destroy out of you what
is your very being, and yet leave you alive - a brand new creature! The more He burns up, the newer is the
creature and the less self you have to have. “I am a new creature. I am a new creature. I feel that I am not, but
I am just the same. I seem not very new sometimes, but [ am, I am, just the same.” Let the fire of God burn up
the dross of self and you will not have to be struggling to believe and say, “Well, I am anyway. I know I do not
seem so, but [ am.” Just let the fire burn. Let God deal with you like He wants to deal with you and the wonder
of His divine surgery takes place. His Word is able to divide between the soul and the spirit, and between the
joints and the marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb. 4:12-13. There has been
some of that done here. It sounded and looked very crude to some people, but God has been letting His Word
work like a shaft of light. God’s two-edged sword is not made of the Damascus steel by any manner or means.
It is a shaft of Light which divides, just cuts right through and divides, divides between the soul and spirit.

But every one of you is not yet ready to say, “Blessed WORD, divide between my soul and my spirit.”
When the Lord divides between your soul and your spirit, He takes away your love of yourself and your love
of things of yourself. That means your soul-life, the love of emotional things, things which belong, as far as
the world is concerned, to what you love out of God. He begins to cut with the Word, the shaft of light which
is from what God is, and that is fire. That is the flame of light from an everlasting fire. It is life-giving to those
who love it, and it is death-dealing to every power that deals death.

You had better get out of the power of death-dealing things. Go and take the commandments of Jesus
Christ, and do like we were taught here hundreds of times, “Open your Bible, and take the words of Jesus, and
get down and pray over them, and stay there until you can live those things.” But we did not do it. And so we
cannot do it very well. Now the Lord is telling us HOW to do it. You can do it in the love of lowliness and
mercy. Keep the prayer of the mercying heart and you can keep every commandment that Jesus uttered. You
must stay at it, and in the course of a few years you will find power to dwell in His LOVE. You will develop a
real second-nature prayer, “Lord, you flood that one I am thinking of with fulfilling mercies.”

Fulfilling mercies mean that: “I want you to do everything, or anything, they need -the whole list of
things from repentance to translation - all they need to fulfill their life in God.” And you do not make any
exception of anyone. You will find after awhile that you just naturally can keep every commandment of Jesus.
Why? Because you have to keep those commandments from your heart. The reason you have not kept them is
because you have not kept them with your heart. You have tried to do some of Jesus’ words but you have not
had the courage to believe that you could keep them all. But you can, you can!

The Lord used to teach us that over and over and over again here, in the word of wisdom in this Work.
That was one of the main teachings, the main line of teaching. We were to come to Jesus in our worship over



the Bible, and we were to answer Him, “Yes,” to every word He said and every commandment He made. And
we were to stay there until we got it done. Some of you will say, “Oh, but I never will get this Word prayed
through.” No, you will not if you are not down before Jesus. But if you stay before Jesus you will like to be
there. What do you care how long it takes you? It is not a matter of “What will I be like when I have kept this
commandment?” No. No. But that is what most of us do. “How will I do it? What will I be like when I have
done it?” That is not it. No, it is at His feet, before Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. We look up at Him and
say, “I want to stay right here, and now if You will help me, I want to do what You have commanded me. I want
to do this thing.”

You stay right there and by and by, in His own lowliness and in His own mercy, He has opened a way
for you out of your weakness into His strength. But you need to see His strength, in the crucified Christ, and
that brings you to a real poverty, and the place where you have nothing but mercy left at all. Then when you
do it, you find fellowship with Jesus; and you find that you are able to keep the words of Jesus, because that is
the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that keeps the words of Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit that gave the words of
Jesus, and it works out that way.

The way is very simple, but we are not simple. So what the Lord is doing for us is to bring us to the
place where we love simplicity - where we just love the simple things which are the eternal verities, the realities
by which we found God, and by which we started to live the life of God. But very quickly we were taken away
from it because we turned away from Jesus’ Person. We turned unto many earthly things and lost HIM. Many
people do not know what to do then. There are many tangles and swamps and confusions to go through. But
oh, if you know where to turn, you can always turn right to Jesus. You do not have to go back somewhere.
Right where you are, look to The Blessed One who said, “Lo, I am with you always.”

You can turn to the Crucified One. But you will not turn to the Crucified One unless you have eaten of
the WORDS of Jesus, and that means to eat His flesh. That means: to do His commandments. When you do
HIS WORDS, you are eating them; and to drink His blood means to drink His Spirit and love into your life; to
experience the working of the Holy Spirit in obeying Jesus’ words - that is what it means. He is always there in
that truth, because that truth is the eternal truth by which the exterior creation passes back to God always. The
love of His lowliness and mercy in your daily life is the Holy Ghost, the spirit of the Lamb, the spirit of the
Dove. You are then following the Lamb.

The Holy Spirit comes to unveil the Lamb to you; and make Him real to you. So, “Whatever brings us
to Jesus personally increases our faith, and whatever takes us away from Jesus personally decreases our faith.
Why have we less faith after growing up than at the beginning? Because we lose the simplicity of just having
Jesus.”

Well, how are we going to find it then? We will find the simplicity, of “just having Jesus,” the way we
found it first. How is that? We came to nothing, and we did not have anything but just a great big need of Him.
Some of you are afraid that you will have need. You are afraid you will have to beg and beg and plead with
God; exercise your influence and prayer to CHANGE God.

You do not have to make God any different. He is just exactly the same now as when you first came to
Him and He gave you life free. But you have changed. You can have life, but you have to receive it free so you
can give it away. You just have to receive it free. There is no other way it can be done. God does not change,
and you do not have to try to change Him. But in your prayer of seeking, the Lord will change you if you stick
at it long enough. If you really seek Him He will change you so that you will come back to the Cross of Jesus
Christ where you have nothing but Himself.

We are in the time, my dear friends, when you had better begin to love poverty of spirit and mercy
because you are going to lose everything you have whether you want to or do not want to. But you will need



to lose it voluntarily, and let your heart be disengaged from it completely - from every degree of coveting
within you. That coveting is FALSE LOVE which is corrupting. All lusts are corrupting. They arise from
covetousness.

Pride is the head of the thing, and the face of it. Covetousness is false love and false fire. That is
the heart of the thing. That is the fountain of it all. You must come to the place where you are willing to be
disengaged inside, so that your heart is not clinging to anything that you have, or that you own, or that you
know; especially clinging to your own life. This is very difficult unless we love, and remain in, the simplicity of
“just having Jesus.” We are in That Time, dear friends.

I have been testifying to the blessedness of God taking a worthless filthy wretch out of a seven year
collapse; a collapse so terrible and so horrible, considering the background of it, that there are no words to
express it by. But I am testifying, nevertheless, that the Lord took up that poor wretch from that condition, and
turned him, began to warm him, and he turned his face to God. In that turning, the Lord brought to light in that
one’s heart the simple hunger for the thing that was never prayed through before - to love and pray through for
the poverty of spirit. That is a very simple thing. It is the first sentence in the Sermon on The Mount. Very few
sermons are preached on that. Very few people pray much about it. In This Work it was expressed a great deal
to us, and we were told to pray through. It is my testimony, that after all of those years and all of the condition
which resulted from it, when I was at the point where everything was gone and had been gone for seven years
- I mean everything, I do not mean some things. I mean everything was gone - then it pleased the Lord to call
once more. Then my heart found what I had wanted for many years and had prayed for. I prayed, “Give me a
Spirit of Repentance,” at various times. I wanted a Spirit of Repentance so I could grasp it, to see where [ was
failing, maybe. But I did not grasp it until in 1944. Then that late winter in the beginning of the year 1944, the
Lord began to call me once more, and in it He began to teach me what repentance is.

As I have said here so many times, it is growing on me more and more. It could be that the greatest
thing there is in the universe is REPENTANCE. It is God’s own heart opened to us first in Calvary, showing
the peculiar mystery of what God is. He is so lowly, like a fountain is lowly. He wants to give all He is, into
all His creatures, according to their capacity to receive it. That is His love and His lowliness. He desires to do
it, and wants to do it, and He never changes from that ever. He is always the same in that lowliness. He has
shown IN CALVARY His open heart, the mystery of His lowliness, and the mystery of His Will. The mystery
of God’s Will is that HIS WILL IS MERCY. “Go and learn what this means, I will mercy and not sacrifice.”

You have to do that Mercy in your heart, and you need to have your heart disengaged from loving the
things of yourself, in order to proceed very far into it. But it works the other way around, also, as you DO that
Blessed Will. It begins to cut you loose from the things which you have unjustly loved. “Liberty is to be cut
loose from the things which you unjustly love.” You do not know the things which you unjustly love. But
GOD does, and He knows what you are clinging to. You will find that the word “Blessed” applies to you, if you
are willing to yield to God, and to thank Him for the stroke as well as the caresses you wish for. The biggest
caress is the hardest stroke. But we do not know that until we actually love Poverty and Mercy, and stay in that
love. God’s stroke is the sweetest caress because He does not do anything except in Lowliness and Mercy. We
must know that Lowliness and Mercy. We may think we do, especially if we teach other people about it. We
may think we have learned a whole lot, but we may find that we have not learned the beginnings of it yet.

You can be absolutely certain that if you squirm and shake and say, “But why, but why, I just cannot see
why,” you have not begun to learn yet what it means: that His stroke is a caress. But if you will keep looking
up to CALVARY, from the point where you are smitten, or you think you are smitten, you will see that what
changes that smiting and changes it completely around will turn out to be a very much greater GOOD than if it
had not happened.



That is my testimony. I cannot hardly conceive of anybody being in a more evil state than I have been
in, considering the background of my life. But I am here to testify just the same, that GOD CAN TAKE THE
WORST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED TO YOU (and I mean the worst) AND MAKE IT BETTER THAN
IF IT HAD NEVER HAPPENED, providing you go to CALVARY and fall down there at Jesus’ feet.

One sister said that she was a flop. Well, let us all be flops the right way then. Let us fall down at
Calvary. If you will go there, and prostrate at Calvary and not look to anything you could do, but just look to
Calvary, and thank Him for that Precious Blood, and begin to thank Him for what you see there, then you will
find He will make the very worst thing that has ever happened to you, to be infinitely better than if it had never
happened. THAT IS COMING TO JESUS PERSONALLY.

Away back in this talk, I was saying that: When we first came to the Lord we were in the simplicity,
because we “JUST CAME TO JESUS.” That was all. “Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus just now.
Just now come to Jesus, Come to Jesus just now.”

Dear ones, do you not know that there is not anything else! You should have a revival going on in your
heart all the time! Have an altar there! You can always have a Revival at the altar. You can always have one
at your altar. Why not have a revival? You say, “Well, we are waiting for a revival to come.” Do not wait.
Just start and have one. Come to the Cross! Keep coming. You say, “I came way back there.” Well, is your
faith matured and perfect? You say, “No, I have not got much.” Why have you not got it? Well, I will tell
you why. Because: “What brings you to Jesus personally increases your faith, and what takes you away from
Jesus decreases your faith.” And the reason you have less faith sometimes after growing than you had at the
beginning is because you lost THE SIMPLICITY OF JUST HAVING JESUS.

Remember that simplicity! You did not “know” anything. You knew Jesus saved you though, and you
had such a nice time. “I am saved! Iam saved!” Well bless your heart, do you want that kind of knowledge?
Are you willing to submit to the moving of the Holy Ghost over your life and say, “Sweep over my soul, sweep
over my soul. Sweet Spirit sweep over my soul. My rest is complete, as I sit at His feet. Sweet Spirit sweep
over my soul.”

The trouble is that at the beginning we enjoy it. We like it because we are very simple and we just trust.
We just trust and we start to obey but after awhile we do not enjoy that which made that SIMPLICITY, because
that simplicity was the love of Lowliness and Mercy, though we never thought of it in those terms. We just said,
“He had mercy on me.” We just went around to our neighbors and said, “Oh, God bless you. I am sorry for
what I have done to you but God has had mercy on me.” And we were testifying to it all the time. But we did
not think of it as a doctrine of love and Lowliness and Mercy. We just enjoyed that lowly place. And that was
the Holy Spirit guiding us, because that is what the Holy Spirit is. You can come right back into your First Love
now, if you want to. [ will tell you what it is. It is just simply: The awakening of your heart to the wonder
of just Jesus Himself, who gave His life for you. So in the Mercy of God appearing in Him you did not have
anything else, and you did not try to have anything else.

You can go back into your First Love any time, if you are willing to love Lowliness and Mercy. The
reason you have not been in it is because you have not loved Lowliness and Mercy. You have not done mercy
in your heart, and you have not loved the Lowliness. That is all there is about it. You can always turn back
there at any moment if you will stamp your pride into the ground.

There is a peculiar pride that hangs on to some of us, after we have been in the way quite awhile.
Especially if we led the young people’s meeting once, or went out one time with the pastor and you testified in
that meeting or something, why you began to lose the SIMPLICITY. It is strange, but it does work that way
very often in these days because, we are so heady and high minded. We are very peculiar monstrosities in these
days.



The very thing which we hang on to the most is the very thing which obscures almost completely our
vision because it is the mind of pride. Sometimes we think it is the mind of lowliness when it is not. But
anyhow, there is always the Simplicity that you had when you came to Jesus. You could always go back there
if you are willing to cast out your pride - that peculiar kind of pride which does not want to REPENT! It says,
“But I have been through the doctrinal process of repentance. I have done that. Now I want to know something
more.”

Well, you can if you want to, but I do not. I am going to be perfectly satisfied, if I ever find out the
depths of the wonder of the mystery of REPENTANCE. I know I am going to be satisfied, because I will be
climbing the golden ladder to Glory, and I will be in the heavenly places and in the power of The Comforting
Holy Spirit. I want to live a life here on this earth that says, “no” to the devil, and says, “You are finished as far
as [ am concerned and you better get out of my pathway because I am going to tell the truth about my God.”

I want to stay here awhile. I want to stay here and tell about Jesus. I want to stay and tell what He has done
for me. I want to tell about Jesus and how wonderful He is. I want to live and testify. I want to talk of the
wonderful works of God. I want to tell of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I want to see the unfolding of that
progress of God’s life within, which comes by staying in the simplicity any time you want to. But you have to
go back to Simplicity.

Sometimes I shout on that subject, and sometimes I weep on it. It does not make any difference, one
is just the same as the other. I mean whether sounding with stentorian tones, or shrieks of my voice, as I
charge that old Reasoning Mind with being the very palace in which self is enjoying failing light. Or, I may
be weeping in the sight of God’s tenderness and of His graciousness, as the Mercy, which is freedom, is freely
given. But it is all just the same thing. It is the Spirit of Truth trying to make it plain to us how to return to
THE SIMPLICITY OF HAVING JUST JESUS.

One way that you can tell whether people are in the Simplicity of having Just Jesus is - they talk about
it. You just get enamored with the wonder of the Simplicity of just having Jesus, and so you TALK ABOUT
JESUS! That is what you have. You talked about Jesus and how He saved you and how wonderful it was that
He had saved your life. You ought to be in the power of that salvation, and you can be in the power of that
salvation, if you will come to The Cross and come to that Altar continually. You are no more wonderful now
than when you were dead in trespasses and sins, except for the wonder of God’s Grace on you, and His Mercy
flowing through your life. That is THE WONDER!

Ah, go on, won’t you have a revival? Go on, have a revival. You can have a real old-fashioned revival
if you will do the old-fashioned things: Repentance, Surrender, JESUS - THE SIMPLICITY OF HAVING
JUST JESUS.

Jesus Christ is all I need,
All I need, all I need.
He alone is all my plea,
He is all I need;

Wisdom, Righteousness and power;
Holiness forevermore,
My redemption, full and sure,
HE IS ALL I NEED.



INWARDNESS
(A sermon given by Brother Rex B. Andrews on Thursday, October 20, 1949)

Tonight I am going to take up the subject of inwardness. That may not appeal to everyone here, but it
will not hurt you to listen once to the subject - the subject of inwardness. I just want to bring it out as it was
taught us by the Lord here.

There have been different ideas about inwardness - being inward and so on. I want to bring out some of
the teaching that was given. First, I want to read a passage of scripture from John 14:20, “At that day ye shall
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” That is inwardness. Some of the younger ones might
feel, “Well, that is way over my head.” Well, maybe it is, but let it come into your heart anyway, even if it is
over your head. There are some parts about this talk that can be for the young ones in this meeting, because,
after all, all that inwardness is, is saying, “I LOVE YOU JESUS” all the time. Just saying that all the time and
living that way. That is all there is to it. You do not believe that, some of you, so I will work on you for awhile
until maybe you believe it. But that is what it is.

You were inward when you first came to Jesus, if you loved Him, but you did not stay there. “Inward”
is a word that the mystics used and it has to do with what was called the “Inward Life.” It certainly is so easy to
have an inward life if we have something inside to live to. That is all. It is just what you live to. It is what you
find and you belong to. You had it when you first loved Jesus and your heart opened to that simple statement, “I
love You, Jesus.” Any time you want to be inward just start saying, “I love You, Jesus, with all my heart,” and
you will be getting inward. In this Work it was quite an important teaching. The Lord was trying to make us
inward, that is, He was trying to get us just to love Him. We were trying, all the time, to manufacture some kind
of a way that we could do the thing that He wanted to do Himself. We were trying to be the thing that He is.
When you are trying to be the thing that He is, you get things worked around and by and by, you don’t know for
sure what you are doing; and then you teach other people to do what you are doing, and they don’t know either.
Then, by and by, you are sure that you had it right anyhow, and that is worse yet.

“At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” If you know that, you
are in it, that is all. You can keep it. You can keep the knowledge of this, “At that day ye shall know that [ am
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” Simple, isn’t it? That is all you have to know. That is very simple.
When you love something supremely, it is in you, and you are in it. But that would be true in the influence and
effect of earthly affairs - it rules you. But when it comes to eternal things, eternal life and the Kingdom of God,
you are in the light of something so vastly beyond anything you ever dreamed about or knew anything about in
the world or the world’s life. There is no way to draw a comparison at all.

Think of it. “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” God
speaking. God wanting you to know something. God wanting you to know how the fact is, that Jesus is in the
Father, and He is in you, and you are in Him. God wanting you to know that. Well, if He wanted you to know
that, He has made a provision and a way for you to know it.

In the eighth verse of the first chapter of Acts it says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you.” That is the day that He intended for you to know it, and we have not had this
result in our lives. The Pentecostal movement has had a very great and long conflict, forty years long, and
the adversary, by the spirit of the world and by the wisdom of the world, has kept the bulk of us out from any
kind of an inward life. We started with it and most of us, when we started out preaching, had a little touch of
it because we were going out to preach Christ. Finally, we ended up preaching “ourselves,” or doctrine, or
something, and that is not inward. “Inward” is being so taken up with Jesus, like any love affair, that your
whole heart is gripped, just gripped in the desire, and your whole being is focused in this WANT.



Jesus said, “Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me.” Witnesses unto Him where? Witnesses that He is living in you. That He is living in you
just as truly as He is living in Heaven. Witnesses to the Christ of God in your life, and witnesses to the fact that
He is in the Father, and the Father in Him, and He in you and you in Him. The Holy Spirit was sent to you to
bring to pass those wonderful teachings in the 14th chapter of John, to make it real.

The world does not see Him, or know Him, but you know Him. “Because I live, ye shall live also.”
John 14:19. That is what the Holy Spirit has come to us for, specifically, so that we will find Jesus and live
with Jesus and know Jesus. And our lives will unfold in Him, and He in us, so that we can witness to the world
something that refutes all the lies of the devil; without having to look it up in a book somewhere, to see what it
is that we are going to use to refute; or some logic that we have read to try to overthrow some reason. You do
not have to have logic to overthrow the reasoning of the world and the flesh and the devil. All you have to do is
to live inwardly with Christ, to know Jesus as the possessing love of your being, absolutely enthralling you and
controlling your heart, being the center of your being where you used to be. Why don’t you say then, “Jesus,
kick me out of the center where You belong.” You don’t dare, some of you, you are afraid to do it. You want
the results of inwardness, but you are afraid to make the proposition to Him that might give you a chance to
be this way. So we put it in different ways. I am especially trying to get the haze and wool, as it were, off the
word because people are stuck by a word like this.

But these children are inward, sometimes. Many times the children are very inward. I think, perhaps,
that they are more inward than older people. Why? Because it means everything to them. Some little boy
or girl gives his heart to Jesus. And that wonderful thing, that love works around in their heart and they are
inward. They are just thinking about Jesus, and they want to love Jesus and want to serve Jesus. They are
willing to be laughed at if they belong to Jesus. They do not care, if in high school or grade school, they are
laughed at. As long as your heart is warmed and blessed with that love of Jesus, you do not care about anything
else. You are inward. Maybe you have not graduated like some middle-aged saint who fought and fought
through all the whole long list of steps that you have to take for death to self and all that kind of thing. But you
are inward if you love Jesus so much that you cannot hardly think of anything else at all. You do not care if you
have to walk home from school alone or not. In fact, sometimes you would rather, because you do not have to
jabber all the time. You can be walking home and be saying, “Oh, I love You, Jesus. You have been so nice to
me today, all day. I do not mind even going to school if You are in my heart. I do not care what they said. That
does not make any difference. I am going to live for You, Jesus. I am going to serve You all my life. I do not
care where You want me to go. I will go where You want me to go, dear Lord, o’er mountain, or plain, or sea.
I’1l say what You want me to say, dear Lord, I’ll be what You want me to be.”

I don’t think that thrills my heart very much more tonight than it did back in the Methodist church when
I was a little boy, and had a touch of God there. For then I was so simple, I just meant it. Now we have to
find out whether we mean it or not, even after we have sung it, because we have all kinds of angles and ideas.
“Well, now, did I really mean that? No, I’'m sure I did not mean it because of this.” Oh, let’s get out of that
stuff. Come on, let’s be little folks again. Come on, let us be God’s little boys and girls and forget how much
we know in this world. Let us have a nice time with God. Let us be happy in Jesus alone. Let us be happy in
Him alone and Love Him, that is all.

He really means that, “Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,” so you will
know that He is in the Father and you are in Him, and He is in you. The Holy Ghost gives you the power to
know the Lord that way and if it has not happened, don’t be looking for inwardness, look for the Lord. We were
taught to find Jesus. We were taught to know where He is. We were taught that we should love Him like that,
and then, that is all there is to it.

But you see, we know so much that we cannot take a little answer like that. We must have reams and
reams of explanations to show us how to do something that does not need but one little sentence to do these



things. Do not be looking for inwardness. You cannot be inward by trying. Inwardness merely means that you
find Jesus Christ in you more important than you are yourself. Of course, if my subject was on self-importance
tonight, I wouldn’t mind. It is a nice subject. Everybody does not like it the first time they hear it but after

a little while they like it; if they stick, if they can stay around long enough to hear both sides of it. But self-
importance is not the subject. But it has a tremendous bearing on the subject of being inward.

The reason you are not inward is just because you are so self-important, that is all. If you were not so
self-important, you would know that nothing was important but Jesus. When you know that, why you would
be inward because you would not be looking for anything but Jesus. When you are not looking for anything
but Jesus, well, you are inward. But you do not figure out how to be. You just go after Jesus. The beauty of it
is that Jesus is always coming toward us, as the sun shines. He is always coming toward us. We think we are
chasing Him but the matter of fact is that He is trying to get us to acknowledge Him all the time. He is coming
toward us. One thing you ought to get out of your Bible reading is: you ought to quit this fancy knowing of
everything and trying to figure everything out. Why don’t you be a little boy or girl and then you will have the
joys of a little boy or girl. Why don’t you read the Bible, especially the New Testament, very simply and just
read to worship and to know the Person you are reading about; just to love Him; just to worship Him.

Of course, you would not need to bother about being inward then because you would be in the blessing
of it and in the wonder of it. You can read the gospels through and say, “I worship You, Jesus,” every time you
come to the Name, “Jesus.” You ought to! You say, “Well, [ haven’t. I have been dry for so long.” Don’t be
dry any longer. Go home tonight and before you go to sleep read three or four chapters in Matthew. Start out
and every time you come to the Name, “Jesus,” whisper, “I love You, Jesus.” You say, “Well, I would be a
hypocrite.” Well, don’t be one then. Go ahead and do it and quit being a hypocrite. Even if you feel accused
for your outwardness, if you will say, “I worship You, Jesus,” every time you come to that Name of Jesus, I
want to tell you that you will not be so withered up and dried up in your soul. Maybe you will wake up in the
middle of the night saying, “Oh, I worship You, Jesus. Oh, I worship You, Jesus.” Sure, it casts a spell over
you. Are you afraid of such kind of spells? You would rather have the spell of the world on you where you
cannot help but read this, or listen to that, or go here or go there. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a spell over you
that you just cannot stand it - you cannot help but worship Jesus all the time and be inward. You would not
have to have the word - you would just be in it, that is all.

Here is a little expression that was given to us years ago. I jotted it down on the preparation for His
Coming. “Itisn’t going to be perfection as we understand it that the Lord is going to place us in, it is in
Himself.” IT IS IN HIMSELF! INWARDNESS! You want to be perfect so you can go around looking at
yourself, for yourself and think of your perfections. It is not perfection as we understand. It is not perfection
like we teach perfection. Well, what is perfect? Jesus is perfect. Will you ever be? No, no you won’t. Do
you want to be perfect all by yourself? Well, I have quit wanting to. I would not want any kind of perfection
that did not have Jesus in the middle and all the way through to the outside so that everything was His. I do
not want anything of my own. That is what imperfection is. The root and fruit of imperfection comes from
wanting something of your own, a life of your own, a mind of your own, a way of your own -imperfection. “It
isn’t going to be perfection as we understand it that the Lord is going to place us in, it is in Himself.” IT IS IN
HIMSELF!

You cannot get the effect of a daily two hours with God, alone with the Bible, except by a daily two
hours with God alone with the Bible. However, by His grace, He will bless you and does bless you in going to
meetings and listening to preaching and to the Word. He does bless you and brings many wonderful things in
your life. As you consecrate, bit by bit, and give up, little by little, your life to Him, He blesses you. For every
speck of consecration that takes place in you, it has its corresponding blessing and working of the Holy Spirit.
You make a complete consecration and the response to that and the answer to that is to be filled with the Holy
Spirit - the filling of the Spirit. I am not talking about the baptism of the Spirit, the filling of the Spirit. God



wants to witness and does witness to your consecration by the filling of the Spirit; the same as He witnessed to
your salvation by the blessing of the Holy Spirit in your life and in your testimony.

He will bless you and does bless you in many ways. The Lord told us He gives us a hundred things
because He is love where He does not because of our asking at all. Nevertheless what I am talking about is a
life that is developing - a life that is a victory in these things. Some of you would say, “It’s impossible. I could
never get two hours a day alone with God and my Bible. You don’t know what I have to do. You live in the
Faith Homes where you can get all the time you want.” All right, let’s grant that you are right and I am wrong.
You can get five minutes and then work it out. Then, get ten minutes and inside of a week you ought to have
faith enough to get twenty minutes and the next week you can pray for wisdom. God will give wisdom and
show you how to get forty minutes even. Why, in the course of a month you can work that out by prayer, by
faith and wisdom. God will give you wisdom and faith and grace to find out how to get a whole hour out of
twenty-four hours. The wisdom will be that you will see how to cut out a lot of nonsense that you thought had
to be done and which, up to that moment, you thought was just absolutely essential. Why you could even live
if you could not do those things. All of a sudden you see, “I don’t amount to anything.” When you can see it
once, it startles you, because this is the result of seeing it.

Is there something more important to you than the Lord? Yes, a dozen things, a hundred things in some
people’s lives. You get to that point where you are seeking to find time with Jesus and you come face to face
with the most startling facts. What is more important than Jesus? What? When you come to that place you will
find faith beginning to work. Because when you get there you are beginning to hear God and when you begin to
hear God, faith comes. You do not have to go and look for it. Faith comes when you hear God. Take the Bible
and worship the Lord. Inside of the year you ought to be able, by faith and by asking for wisdom, to see how to
do it. You ought to be able to get two hours with God and with your Bible and in prayer.

Anyone of you, who will do it, will find that the Lord will begin to make you grow like the tree that is
planted by the rivers of water. You will bring forth your leaves and your fruit in your season. Your leaves will
not wither and whatever you begin to do will begin to prosper. You cannot expect, you simply cannot expect, to
have the strength and the power and the blessings and the victories in your life that only comes by a couple of
hours alone with God and with your Bible. Without it you cannot expect it.

The wonder is that the Lord gives you a whole lot that you have not any right to expect (only you
do have a right to expect it through the Blood of Christ because He is just willing to give you Himself.)
The trouble is, you do not know even when you have Him. You do not even know when He is trying to do
something for you. You go around and say, “Well, the Lord did not answer my prayer and the Lord isn’t this
and the Lord isn’t that.” He tried to be but you did not know it. You are like the seven churches, the seven
candlesticks in the Book of Revelation. It says He was walking in the midst of them but none of them knew it
or realized that He was there. He had to send a message to them. To five of those churches the Word was to
repent - and you belong to one of those five churches. You need to come to the Bible and find out the fullness of
that word, REPENT. Don’t you think you ought to repent that you do not have time for God? Don’t you think
you ought to repent for being so outward? To be outward means you are stuck on yourself. You are merely
concerned about your own praise and your own glory. You are awfully concerned about what belongs to you
and about what you are going to get and have to have, and all those things about you. Inwardness is where you
do not care about you any more because there is something else in you.

Well, we go on. This is a short talk on Inwardness taken down many years ago. I have put a note over
the top of it which is mine and I will read that and then I will tell you when I get to the point here. “All of the
teachings given stem from the truth that God redeemed you unto Himself by Jesus Christ. He did not redeem
you unto yourself that you might work out some pattern of life of your own choosing. That redemption means
that you are not your own. You belong utterly, entirely and eternally to Him, and so belonging, He wants to



utterly, entirely and eternally fill you with Himself in such a way that you come to know Him possessing you in
Himself that He may become more than yourself, the all and in all of life forever. He makes you His that way,
by first giving Himself FOR YOU, and then TO YOU by His Spirit. You do the same, giving yourself to Him
and for Him.”

Now I am to the subject of “Inwardness” as given by Mrs. Martha Robinson. I will begin to read
quoting from this article. “When Jesus first sets souls to love Him, He wants them to see Him all the time,
every moment, and if they are very much in earnest, they live that way moment by moment.” In connection
with that I would describe some other teachings. We were taught to use the Bible and to use the Gospels - to
be in love with the Bible and live the Bible. The use of the Gospels is greatly effective in what I have just been
reading. I will read it again. “When Jesus first sets souls to love Him, He wants them to see Him all the time,
every moment, and if they are very much in earnest they live that way moment by moment.”

The use of the Gospels is effective to make you see Him all the time and to live that way moment by
moment, because Jesus is presented there to you in person. You are seeing Him and if you will begin to love
Him and worship Him and be drawn out that way, there is power in those Gospels, by the Holy Spirit of course,
to make them alive to you. There is power in those Gospels (providing you have a fairly proper seeking life)
to bring you into that condition in your spiritual life where you see Jesus all the time and are taken up with
Him all the time. You will say, “How?” By seeing Him just the same way that you see anything that you love
completely, anything at all, whether it is a thing, or a person that your whole heart is set on. Well, you are
seeing that thing all the time. You just see it and you are thinking of it and you are seeing it all the time. Don’t
you want Jesus to be that real to you so you love Him, so that you just see Him all the time? You don’t have
to have a teaching then on seeing Him or being inward because your heart does it for you. If that love is there
your eyes are in the light of that love and whether that person or thing is far away from you, nevertheless, in
your eyes it is there all the time because of THE FIRE, the love that is burning in you.

The Gospels will bring that to pass in you if you will read them simply and forget that you are a trained
thinker. Just forget that you have been through eight grades or through high school. Just be about a third grader
where you can spell the words out but you do not know much what they mean. If you know Jesus then you
begin to see all the things about Him and you begin to understand what He says and you begin to understand
what He does. But until you begin to see Jesus and to be enchanted with Jesus and want Jesus and are after
Jesus and your whole being is enthralled with Jesus, then you are working and working on what it says and
what it means - and you never think about Jesus at all. It is you that you are thinking about. You are the big one
in there.

When you are reading with your reason and trying to figure out so many things, then the person that you
are really concerned with and thinking about is yourself - what you are getting out of it, what you know, what
you are going to use it for and what it means to you. Watch when you are reading the Bible tomorrow and see
how you just read and read and hardly notice the Lord at all. You can read “Lord,” and “Jesus,” and “Him,” and
“He,” and “God,” and “Son of God,” and “Son of Man,” and all kinds of words and your mind does not go to
Him at all. Your mind goes to what you are trying to figure out, what you want to know about Him. You want
to change that because that is outward.

“Inward” is that every time you come to the Name “Jesus,” you are drawn to Him. You don’t care
anything about yourself, whether you know anything or not. You don’t care whether you are ever going to
preach, bless your heart. God does not want a preacher out of you, He wants a witness. Somebody that has
power to tell something they know and something that He is to them. That is all He wants of you. He does not
care anything about anything else. He wants you as a witness and when you are no longer a witness, what are
you? Just an outward sort of a calculating mind that is going to try to make profit in some way out of the things
you think you know - but that is not what the Lord wants. So the Gospels, the use of the Gospels, are very



effective for this first little paragraph.

“When Jesus first sets souls to love Him, He wants them to see Him all the time, every moment, and if
they are very much in earnest they live that way moment by moment.” You can’t speak such things unless you
are living that way. If you will live that way, in love with Jesus, you do not need to figure how you will preach
or teach about inwardness. You can just testify to what you know and you are so taken up with Him, your heart
is so centered in Him, that it just comes naturally as the blossoms on the apple tree in the springtime.

Now to the next paragraph, “In the beginning of such experience most of the time they pray, praise, wait
on God, commune and often, if at work, see Jesus in the soul.” T have put a note after it here. “The teachings of
the Word are essential for this.” You have to learn to trust and obey in order to do what is expressed here in the
second paragraph. The teachings of the Word are essential. You have to go to the Bible and see what the Bible
teaches you. It teaches you how to live and how you are to live among people. How you are to act toward
them and react toward them, for if you do not learn those things, you will not be seeing Jesus in your soul. You
will see somebody else in your soul that just did something that hurt your feelings. Did you ever notice how
somebody got in your soul? It is easier to get the negative side of this, the evil side of it almost, than it is the
positive, the glory side of it.

Supposing now, somebody has just said something that does not flatter you and you suddenly got blazing
mad. Of course you won'’t if you are inward, but you are outward and you just got blazing mad or it hurt you
and cut you. All right, what do you see? You see that person. Your whole soul is full of the sight of this person
that has spoken those awful words at you. You can see all kinds of wicked things in your soul because they
flame up in there. There it is - you know it. How many people have said, “Well, it just stays days and days. It
just hurt me so. I don’t know how to get rid of it. I tried to forgive them. I just tried to forgive them.” Well,
don’t try - just forgive them. How can you do that? When you forgive anyone you agree to suffer the loss
yourself - that is all there is to it. You can forgive anybody, anytime, and be released from it any time you are
willing to say, “All right, I will take the suffering. I will suffer the loss of the thing and let them go free. Please
Father, don’t hold it against them, let them go free. I will suffer the loss.” That is forgiveness. Jesus did it for
the whole world. Why can’t you do it in some of these things?

I will go to the next paragraph here. “If they grow in this experience and become vessels of God for
His use, they begin to seek more for Him, and He comes more to them, for He does to all who seek Him from
the heart.” Why don’t you ask the Lord - “Do something to me so that I am full of You.” Sometimes He does
it the other way around and you do not pray and you do not praise and you do not wait on God and you do not
commune and so you miss seeing Jesus in your soul. He does things you do not like and He is just as nice when
He does things you do not like as when you do like it. After awhile, when you are inward, you do not care
anything more about that old outward self of yours. It does not make any difference whether you know you are
inward or not. When you know you are inward, you probably are not; but you probably will be trying to prove
to other people you are inward. That is one of the difficulties the Lord has had with this kind of work here.

We read the third paragraph again, “If they grow in this experience and become vessels of God for His
use, they begin to seek more for Him, and He comes more to them, for He does to all who seek Him from the
heart.” Now that is the phase of it that lots of people do not see and do not understand. They are hoping to
come to a climax sometime where they become inward just before they are translated or something. They hope
they will find a perfection sometime, their OWN perfection where THEY will be so spiritual that they will look
and act like somebody else that they think is spiritual, or that they will have the satisfaction of believing that
they have done pretty well in their prayer life or something. They have an objective always way down the road.
They never quite get there though. It is always ahead of them. Someday they are going to be inward and get
there, but that is not the way it works out.



You begin to be inward like it is expressed here - “When Jesus first sets souls to love Him, He wants
them to seek Him.” I have been teaching it this way - the thing you have missed is Calvary. Why do I teach
it that way? Because many of you have been Christians so long and you have never even thanked God for
Calvary yet. Oh, two or three times you said, “Thank You.” Yes, but what is that? You won’t get anywhere that
way - by doing that kind of thing. You have to have a heart that is touched by the fire of His love so that there
comes a gratitude in you and you begin to say, “My God, if I praise You for ten hours a day, right along for the
next ten or twenty years - just praise and thank You for the Blood of the Lamb, I would still be an unprofitable
servant. [ have only done my duty. I have not even begun to thank You for the Blood of the Lamb.” I want to
tell you seriously and with a real earnest desire to make this penetrate deep into your heart - you have hardly
thanked God or thought about His precious Blood for you.

It is, you start to love Jesus and seek to love and worship Him, and if you grow in the experience of
praying and praising and waiting on God and communing, often times it begins to happen to you without trying
to do it because you love Him so. Somehow the one who occupies your being is Jesus and you are not very
important. Dear friends, there is one thing I can absolutely guarantee to you. God is faithful, you are not, but
He is. You ask Him, “Lord, I want You to fill my soul.” I want You to be the one true lover of my soul.” If you
will ask Him for that and persist in asking Him for that, He will do it. I have a right to guarantee this kind of
goods I am trying to sell you here. You take it and try it and do it and I can guarantee to you that He will, for
He does to all who ask Him from the heart. I will not have time to say anything about my own experience at all
tonight. I am not very far along, but I have found anyway that He is like that.

“Also He begins to draw their thoughts all the time, every moment, to Himself, causing them to find
Him within.” They are learning to be drawn. There are more ways of finding than you know anything about.
There are a lot of things in you that you have never found yet. Some people have been telling us lately, “I never
found that was in me until just recently. I never dreamed it.” That is the reason He lets us find things that we
might find Him filling and possessing all of those things.

“This is the beginning of the inward or deeper life.” Now I have my own comment that [ wrote down
here for myself and I will just read it. “He is in them, living in the heart, calling them to seek Him that He may
come to them more; and you will begin to know that when you practice the prayer of the mercying heart. For
if you will pray for anyone that you are aware of, thinking of, and do not make some exception of somebody
and just pray, 'Lord, you flood that one with fulfilling mercies. I want you to fulfill them in God, whatever they
need,’” then it begins to dawn on you what this means that He wants to come more and more into your life. You
just know it. You do not figure it out. You just come to understand it because the understanding of mercy is
love.

The Lord gave me this little expression in 1944 when He was opening to my heart in my prayer time
the wonders of the mercy of God. I had never seen it. I was reading in Proverbs one day and this expression
became very alive to me. “The knowledge of the Holy is understanding.” And right away came the balance
of that as far as I was concerned. “And the understanding of mercies is life.” The knowledge of the Holy is
understanding and the understanding of mercies is life.

If you understand the mercies of God (and there is no way to understand them besides doing them in
your heart) it begins to dawn on you that He is seeking you. He wants you. He wants a place in your life.
What kind of a place does He want? Well, what kind of a place can He have? He fills everything, everywhere
with Himself. How about you? That is what He is. That is the consistency of God. He is the filler. He fills all
things except those who do not believe in and are not willing to do His mercy - do not love lowliness. They do
not find it.

So I go on, “As soon as this change takes place, He then teaches, if He can make them to get it, either
by teachers or by their light, how to practice the presence of God.” As soon as that change takes place and He



begins to draw you more and more to Himself and your thoughts to Himself so that you are beginning to find
Him within, that is the beginning of the inward or deeper life. As soon as this change takes place “He then
teaches if He can make them to get it, either by teachers or by their light, how to practice the presence of God
- that is, to keep the mind stayed on Jesus - each wandering thought, act, word or feeling being recalled (i.e.,
called back) by the will of the vessel in the love of God.”

Perhaps you were thinking, “How can I do that all the time - practice the presence of God by keeping
my mind stayed on Jesus, each wandering act, thought, word, or feeling being recalled, or called back?” You
can’t. Notice what it says - “By the will of the vessel in the love of God.” In the love of God you do not have
to be out of the love of God. Why? “Because God has commended His love toward you in that while you were
yet sinners Christ died for you.” What kind of a love is that? It was while you were yet a sinner and before you
had even asked Him that He showed forth His love for you. He wants you.

“Often the mind lingers over a subject not of God. Turn the mind back to God. Words come not
appointed by Him. Check such words at once, as soon as remembered. Look within and tell Jesus He rules.”
So that is what it means to look within. If you say “Jesus, you rule my whole being,” you are looking within but
you are not trying to turn your eyes to see inside of you. It is what you express. You say, “Jesus, You are ruling
and if You are not, You can. I don’t care what You do, I want to be ruled by You, just rule me.” Well, you are
looking in within. Where is He going to rule you? Out there some place? No, in your heart.

Yes, He will do it. He will do it if you want that kind of thing. Tell Jesus, He rules. You will act that,
you will act, speak and think as He would and He will help you to be like that.

THE HEART AWAKENED TO THE WONDER OF THE LOVE OF

GOD IN CHRIST JESUS
By Rex B. Andrews

(This article has been reprinted from the December 1954 issue of “Feed My Lambs.” Bro. Rex Andrews had
written a foreword to the article, part of which we incorporate here.)

This was spoken four and a half years ago from a heart aflame with the glory of the God of mercy, and
alive in the wonder of His utter lowliness. It was spoken in the sight of the amazing truth that the High and
Lofty One, who inhabits eternity, and dwells in the High and Holy, and whose Name is HOLY - dwells ALSO
with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit - to make such a one to LIVE. The words of this message were
spoken very rapidly from a burning heart, and they have been left much as uttered, even though it is impossible
to put on paper but a fraction of the expression itself. This is not a literary effort. Its value is as of a torch of
fire to kindle something into flame.

The general subject is: The Heart Awakened to the Wonder of the Love of God in Christ Jesus.
Jesus said in the 15th chapter of John, the 9th verse, “AS the Father hath loved me, SO have I loved you:
CONTINUE YE in my LOVE.” We ought to want to know what kind of love that is. It ought to be that we
desire more than anything else to understand what is the love of God in Christ Jesus; what He has done for us
in Christ! How is it that it can be so? And also what is it that Jesus was meaning when He said, “As the Father
loves me, I love you in the same way. Dwell in that love.” Then it would seem as though our main objective in
life would be to come into that knowledge and into that light.

In Ephesians 3:17-19 we have this expression, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rooted and grounded in LOVE, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and



length, and depth, and height; and to KNOW the love-of-Christ-which-passeth-knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all-the-fullness-of-God.” It might seem as though we have tackled a very tremendous subject, and
we have. The subject itself, is just as tremendous as eternity because GOD is eternity - and God is LOVE. But
the ENTRANCE into that eternity is made open to us in very simple things. We need to KNOW those simple
things and to enter into that eternity-of-love, and into all the fullness of God. For the Scriptures show that to

be the purpose of God for the age-to-come, on this earth. Think of the so-many who have longed, more than
life, for that time to come when the FULLNESS-OF-GOD should appear. And we are in it. We are in the
beginnings of the absolute restoration of all they had in the early church, a demonstration of what you read in
the first four and five chapters of the book of Acts. That was not an organization. It was not psychological laws
put into motion by leaders with divinity degrees. It was a motion-of-the-Holy-Spirit imparting the love of God
straight from heaven. It was the wonder of the love of God in Christ Jesus awakened in their hearts and lives.
And their hearts were full of the prayer for fulfilling mercies. They did not use that wording exactly, perhaps,
but that is what they were doing. They were seeking to fulfill the need, wherever it was, as Jesus had taught
them in the 11th of Luke on the importunate prayer of asking, seeking, and knocking UNTIL. And THAT was
Mercies, FULFILLING MERCIES. That was the love of God. And that is what the Love of God is, the love-
of-God-in-action. It was and is the WILL of God in contact with His creatures, providing and supplying to them
the mercies which fulfill, or fill full, their need - COMPLETE them. That is what they had, and that is what

we are coming into now. We are in it. Certainly, we are in it, for the Lord is not going to complete this age in
defeat - defeat to God and defeat to the glorified Christ, and defeat to the Holy Spirit. Never, never. It is “THE
TIME OF THE HARVEST.”

The Holy Spirit did not come here to be defeated. He came here to TAKE THE WORLD OVER FOR
GOD. He is going to stay here and DO IT, regardless of anyone’s doctrines or opinions to the contrary. We are
living now in a time when GOD’S OPINIONS are going to have place, and HIS WILL is going to be done. His
Will is Mercy, and that is the WORKING of His love. They had it in the early church. They walked with Jesus
in the power of the Holy Spirit. And they understood, to some degree, the love of God in Christ Jesus because
they loved Jesus.

When you love Jesus, you understand the love of God in Christ Jesus whether you have any books on
the subject of love or not. The Book I want is the Book of LIFE. I want God to open His Word to me, and I
want Him to open my heart to His Word. He intends to do that for us all, by immersing us in the love of God so
that we are filled with all the fullness of God, and come to KNOW the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.
That is a heart awakened to the wonder of Jesus Christ. And that is what we were taught here that the first love
is. “The FIRST LOVE is the awakening of the heart to the wonder of just Jesus Christ Himself.”

We are taking it this way today, because we have spoken directly on the subject of the first love a good
many times. Fifty percent of every congregation which we have spoken to this year, after sitting for a week in
this type of meeting, have been ready to say by the up-lifted hand, or by some other expression, that they have
left their first love. That is a very tender thing, very tender indeed. It is very sweet of God to let the truth come
to your heart, so that you can see that you have left your first love and do not want to leave it any more. It is
one thing to find that you have left it and do not know what to do; it is another thing to find that you have left it,
but see what it is, and that you may now love Him with all your heart. You can say, “I didn’t, but now I will.”
God wants you to love Him with all your heart. Come on, let’s love Him with all our hearts. What good is your
old heart anyway, but to love God with. You are either full of false love, which is all kinds of coveting for all
kinds of things for YOU, or you are going to give everything you have and own, and your earthly love of life,
to God. Then He will deliver you from all lusts, all covetings, completely into the love of God, so that your
heart is where it was supposed to be; and so that what is in it, is what was supposed to be in it.

Your heart was made to be full of the love of God, and not full of the love of you. And that makes quite
a problem for you to decide, but you can’t decide it by mathematics. You have to work it out by repentance.



You have to find Poverty-of-Spirit. You have to have a heart that is very delicately adjusted to the Word of
God’s love; and that is the Word of the Cross, too. You have to have a heart that is more delicately attuned

to God’s motion, than any seismograph has ever been delicately attuned for the vibrations of the earth. You
need a heart that is sensitive to God, not only sensitive to condemnation. God is not condemning you; He is
CONVICTING you by His truth, so that you can see your error, so that you can see His Truth and at the same
time see where you are wrong. Then you can see where HE is right at the same time. It is not to condemnation
that God wants you to be sensitive. He wants you to be sensitive to GOD, to the love of GOD. And that means
that you have to have a good knowledge of what repentance is. I know some will contest such statements,

but in the end we all must come into the knowledge of what repentance really is. Repentance turns out to be
Poverty-of-Spirit, IF you stay in the same state of heart you are in when you repent.

But most of us only stay there a few weeks, or a few months of happily testifying of a new life - then we
slip out of that wonderful first love. We started new, and everything was new. We were telling our neighbors
and our friends. We did not have any struggle about it. If we had had any struggle it would have been to keep
still. We had no struggle letting it out. We just told them, “O how I love Jesus. O it is wonderful.” We urged
them to be saved. It was wonderful because the love of God came into you. You did not know where it came
from, but there it was. And it carried you along and you loved to tell it, “O how I love Jesus.” But many did
not stay there very long. And some of you did not stay there very long in that sweet simplicity. And when you
lost the simplicity of it you found struggle and trouble instead.

The great struggle and trouble in many of our lives is that we did not stay in our first love. That first
love was the CHIEF LOVE. It was God loving you in Christ Jesus, loving you out of your sins; loving you
completely when there was nothing about you to love - nothing but a place to put something from heaven in, so
that you could be HIS and He could be yours. That is the pure love of God. It is always the same. That love
never changes, but YOU change. You change in your conception of it, and in your attitude toward it. Yes, you
change, but the Love of God never changes.

It is good to learn to have a right attitude, and know in which direction to face in order to find God. And
if you KNOW where to face to find God, you will always find Him there. It is my positive testimony that for
five and a half years, | have known all the time WHERE God IS - the Most High God, The Eternal, Almighty,
All-holding God. I have known where He IS, every minute for the last five and a half years. And that means
through darkness and light; through thick and thin; through trouble and what seemed almost internal disaster.
And in such a canopy of hopelessness settling down on me in hundreds of conflicts within, that I could not even
think, and I could not remember what to pray, or say, or do, or how to meet the situation. But the Lord taught
me that little prayer of the Mercying Heart, and I always found my way out of it. But in spite of the fact that
the bottom seemed to have dropped out of everything hundreds of times, and I could not find any direction, in
any way, to grasp what I should do for awhile in the conflict, I always knew where God IS. Now, I do not mean
just the knowledge of His indwelling, because when Christ comes in you, He is there and stays there. And He
never goes out of your heart unless you kick Him out and say, “I do not want you in my heart any more.” He
was there at least WITH me after seven years of a blasphemous, filthy, unlawful and deplorable life - such that it
can hardly be described. What I mean is that He did not utterly abandon me. He had let me go into the hand of
the devil for the destruction of the flesh rule. And at the end of the seven years something had changed, so that
when HE once more drew my heart, there was a complete response of my whole being into a repentance that
will continue on FOREVER.

I cannot adequately describe the facts, for they do not fit into what was my own theology previously in
every respect. There was something which Jesus held through those years when I was in the hands of the devil,
which [ was not aware of. After seven years, when my Heavenly Father began to draw me to repentance, there
was a residue there, somehow, and Christ Jesus was right there speaking to my heart. And He was ready to
come back in again. I had never told Him to leave, and I had never by word of mouth, thrown down the actual



testimony of the truth of Christ. I am not saying that there is a premium on sin, far from it. I was so gone that
I could not even seem to care. And yet, several times when I was very drunk, I talked about Jesus saying that
the only thing there is worth while, is to have Jesus and obey God. I testified to the power of His blood right in
a taxi dance hall in the filthy surroundings of an abomination. It is difficult to try to describe how abominable.
Once while I was shaking dice for tickets, standing beside me was a young fellow, and something came up

and I said, “Well, but I tell you God answers prayer. God really answers prayer.” And we went over and sat
down and I talked to him about what I knew about it. He looked at me out of the corner of his eyes, sat a few
minutes, and finally got up and walked away. He did not want his night spoiled by me talking about prayer and
about God, but there it was - it just came out of my mouth and it did not seem anything out of the way to me.

I suppose that I had a few drinks in me; and when such is the case everything seems all right for the moment.
After seven years of such a hell, God called again and revealed to me WHERE The Most High IS - I mean,
where He is in relation to the world, and the devil, and those things which seem as though they are outside. And
it has remained so every moment since that time.

I do not touch on those wicked things very much, for I am not proud of them, but [ am exceedingly
proud of God. I am very proud of my Father and of my Lord and King Jesus, for He began to woo my heart
- think of GOD wooing a filthy wretch like me, wooing me back. When He wooed me back I found that it only
took a love for the Word of God and there was Christ back in my heart, wanting to please and obey God. It was
the 53rd chapter of Isaiah that did it. 1 do not know HOW the Bible happened to be by my plate that morning
at breakfast. All I know is that it was there; and it was the Word, and He is the Word, and there HE was. That
strange morning when I opened the Bible, for the first time in seven years that [ remember of, it opened at the
53rd chapter of Isaiah. And I started to read it. And I came to verse 6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” I did not know then
that my future work was going to be a fellowship of just that - having iniquity laid on me to bear for others. As
I came to that verse, something like a shaft of light went shooting through my whole being from head to foot.
0, it seemed wonderful. The words stood out clear and with a meaning that I had never before seen though I
had preached on them plenty of times. I thought, “My, that is wonderful. I must read it all the way through.”
And I did. And I was CAUGHT on God’s hook - His big strong hook. And I never got off it any more. I never
want to get off - [ am hooked. Hooked by the Word of God, the Word of Truth. And so there was Jesus again.

I began to pray in those days, and one day I knelt down by the chair. I had come home from work
and was in my room, and looking at that chair I had an impulse and a feeling, as I have told so many times.
I just felt, “O, I want to get down there and pray like I used to at the altar, lying face down with my head
across my arms.” And I did and the love of God settled down all over my being - all in me, and all over me,
and all through me - the PURE love of God. And He has never taken it away, even though the evil one has
continuously contested the rightness of my being in THAT kind of love. What a Saviour! Later when I prayed
through, or finished praying through the lifelong prayer, or anyway years-long prayer for poverty-of-spirit, the
Lord answered that prayer and He showed me that it is Himself. The Holy Spirit is the truly Poor One. Jesus
is the truly Poor One, and the thing which I had never seen before: The Father, The Most High, is Poor-in-
spirit; He is lowlier than all for He is the SERVANT of all the servants. He sent the Son of God to die for us,
so that through the Son of God He could give the Holy Spirit to us; and the Holy Spirit could make us know
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all the fullness of God. That day the
Lord showed me the third simple point about poverty of spirit: that the Most High, my Heavenly Father, is
LOWLIER-THAN-ALL, that is what He IS - the mystery of Him. Human beings cannot know that unless they
can believe in the blood of Jesus Christ, because they cannot humble their hearts sufficiently to grasp it. You
do not grasp it by thinking, you grasp it by hunger. And you grasp it by desperate need. You are taking hold
of something which you must have. And that simple knowledge is that the Most High is the Most Low - He
showed it to me. And from that day to this (at the present time ten years), in spite of all the things which have
transpired to destroy it, and to push me back and pull me back, and claim me for the devil, and overthrow my
faith, and blank out the light, and destroy the process of holiness and the purity of heart which God has been



unfolding within me - in spite of all the opposition to these things, there has never been a minute but what I
have known WHERE GOD IS, because He is lowlier than I am. He is Lowlier-than-ALL, and so He is always
there. I knew where He is, even when the mystery of Christ within was blanked out so that I could not feel
inside, or see, or realize by feeling or by grasp that Jesus was in me. But that is where Faith grows, because I
had to BELIEVE GOD. I had to BELIEVE that He is like He says He is. But even when I could not sense it,
and could not feel it, [ have always KNOWN where my God IS. He is right there, underneath as it were, in the
Lowlier and Lowliest Place. I always want to point down and say, “There He is right under me.”

The “Mystery” of the Eternal Most High God is that He is under all His works. That is why He is over
them all, because He is the Upholder of all things. And He wants to uphold you. And He will uphold you,
unless you are determined to uphold yourself or build on the shifting sands of the world’s life. Then you are
bound to uphold yourself or be upheld by the world. THAT IS UNBELIEF. SELF-belief is UNbelief. To
believe in the world, or in yourself, that is what UNbelief IS, and when you are in that kind of thing you do not
realize that God is upholding you. That is the mystery of the ages. That is the thing which is going to smash
and destroy the power of the devil, and all of his empire of false wisdom and false knowledge in this world.
And that is going to be done by God’s people on this earth - through people on this earth who are poor in spirit
and who KNOW THEIR GOD.

For those who KNOW their God are going to be strong, and are going to do exploits right in the midst
of the time when the devil is trying to prove that the world is his. Those voices are the witnesses who know the
fullness of God; and know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge; and have quit the idolatrous worship of
human knowledge and human science. For the climax of all the idolatry of idolatries is: That SELF is GOD.
One phase of it is that Mind is GOD. But the outcome of all of this kind of philosophy is that SELF is God. It
is not only the pantheistic philosophy like Hindu religion has set forth for many centuries, that we are all god
and god is all, but a hideous, devilish devil worship in which SELF itself, is God. That is what we are in the
workings of belief in. It is spread abroad on every hand in the civilized countries where they believe in the
greatness of human knowledge. Such belief is self-worship. And that is Anti-Christ.

The reason that we had such a hard time for a decade or two before 1947 when it seemed to be getting
harder and harder to reach souls for Jesus Christ, was because of self-love, the idolatry of self, which is anti-
Christ whatever form it takes. Whatever Personality may appear, that is what it is: SELF worship. The reason
that we did have such a hard time for a decade or two behind us, was because that self-love, full of all kinds
of evils and unclean loves, full of all kinds of false loves, had been so strong in and over God’s people, the
anointed people. They could hardly keep up. They could hardly keep their testimony in power, and alive,
because they were not poor in spirit. And they were not POOR in spirit because they did not stay in the wonder
of their repentance.

As we have said a good many times, it seems that about the hardest thing there is in the universe, to do,
is that something which we call repentance - REPENTANCE! Everything depends on it. Everything comes
out of it. Everything seems to be in it. It is the FIRST of the commands of God which issue in life; even Faith
depends for reality and vigor upon that lowliness of heart which appears in repentance. There is the power
which Heaven opens to the earth. GOD opened HIS heart and gave Jesus. Jesus was His Son, His own image,
the only begotten of His love full of grace and truth. God opened the knowledge of the depths of His love, not
to scientists, or to college bred people, or to school trained minds, but to REPENTANT hearts - people who can
HUMBLE THEIR OWN HEARTS and say, “I repent. I repent forever. I REPENT.”

I do not mean now, that you keep saying, “O, I repent that I chewed tobacco back there, or that I went
dancing back there, or this and that sin back there.” If you have repented for that back there, well, then you
have repented. That is not what I am talking about when I speak of continual repentance. When you repented,
you repented for a purpose. You were convicted. You were convicted by the exhibition of God’s love in the



crucified Christ. You were convicted by the fact that God loved you, and that you had shamed Him all your life
long by LOVING EVERYTHING ELSE except your God. That conviction settled down on you because the
Will of God is Mercy, and because God opened HIS heart in Calvary’s cross. And that opening of HIS heart to
you was the only means, and the only way, that you ever could have repented. God did toward you the thing
which you have to do toward God. And He did it first. That thing is so amazing that it is enchanting. [ am
almost afraid to touch on the subject for fear I will not get off of it again. It draws and draws on the heart and
mind. Maybe we are going to be translated by something like that - something that just pulls our hearts open
and breaks us loose from the world. We want to go IN there where we have seen that God opened His heart to
us, and we belong to Him and believe in it. Because God has some things which eye hath not seen and ear hath
not heard - the things of the Love of God which He has prepared for them that love Him and fear Him.

And that is now. We are in that time now. NOW in Fulfilling Mercies He overthrows the devil and
cleanses the hearts and lives of the poor in spirit - those who want to be poor-in-spirit first of all. They can
begin to claim from God: “I want the old-time blessings of Eden. I want the old-time blessing of Abraham. I
want the old-time blessing of the sure mercies of David; and the old-time solidity of Elijah. And I want the old-
time triumph of Jesus Christ Himself, who has promised us, and given us the anointing of the Holy Ghost from
heaven where He sits. I want the NEW-time blessing of the opened kingdom of Heaven where Jesus fills all
things for me. I want to be with Jesus forever.”

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a dispensational anointing from the head and heart and body of the
glorified Jesus, who is the image of God in this world. The Holy Spirit is sent to us from that glorified One
to bring us into an open-hearted relation with Heaven and with Him. It is that He means to bring forth in the
world, the Sons of God, but that takes place in the poor-in-spirit. It is not going to be some-place-doctrine, that
you have to come to this or that place, and belong to this or that congregation, who say, “We are IT and you
have to come and join us if you are going to be translated and if you want to be in the sons-of-God.” No, No. It
is going to be that as the Son of Man has been lifted up, so He is going to exert a power that is beyond anything
the devil knows. He is going to draw all men to Him, and those who are willing to be drawn will be drawn right
into God. And those who are not willing to be drawn will be in opposition to God. And that is fulfilling mercies
- Fulfilling Mercies. God draws on the heart with a call, “I want you to be filled with all the fullness of God. I
love you so and I have proved it.” He is saying it over and over.

He is trying to get your testimony. He wants a prophetic work in this world that is able to give the
testimony of the crucified Christ, the risen Christ, and the COMING Christ. Only the Holy Spirit can do it. He
wants your testimony and He wants your tongue. And He wants you to be able to tell for God what the love
of God in Christ Jesus is. But you cannot do it unless your heart stays awake to the wonder of Jesus Christ
Himself. And it will not stay awake to the wonder of Jesus Christ Himself, unless you are willing to live
forever and for aye, in that same condition of life which took place in you when you repented. Because, when
you repented first, you opened your heart to God in the light of the opening of His heart to you. That light was
Calvary. It was the crucified Jesus on Calvary that made you dare to believe, and able to believe that God loved
you a sinner - LOVED you!

God commended, or set forth His love, showing it from every angle, so that you could see it from all
angles. You can look at the Cross from every direction, and there you can always see the Light, and see your
way out. God commended His love, and set it out in the Cross of Christ, in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us. And I tell you that the greatest loss that has ever happened in your life is the inability to
keep your testimony alive so that you can tell sinners or saints - anybody anywhere, any time, what the amazing
love of Jesus Christ crucified is. It is that which Satan is after. He strikes through into your testimony by fear
of persecution. Or the Word which was sown in the rocky-type soil dies by the blast of a little ridicule; or your
heart is turned to some other love. Your testimony is blasted when the power of this world strikes against the
Word which has been planted, if it does not have ROOT in self. If the Word is not rooted in self, where God’s



root has to be rooted, then the stalk drops down, and withers, and the lusts of this world blast in upon it. You
have the same thing concerning the seed sown among thorns, as given in the parable. The thorns are the cares
of this life, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things, which choke the Word and it becomes
unfruitful. And that overturns and overthrows the simplicity and meaning of your repentance. And that in turn
dries up your testimony. People go out of that wonderful state which they were in. It was a heart opened wide
to God in their repentance - they had nothing then, but the crucified Jesus and the power of HIS Blood.

When you are willing to be in that state, and have nothing but the crucified Jesus, and will turn to the
Cross, you will find that God is always the same. At Calvary His heart is always wide open. That is what
repentance IS in us. Repentance, in God - or the same state - is that poverty of God, that lowliness of God, that
incomprehensible Lowliness which is the center as it were, of God Himself, His very life. It is a lowliness so
great that He sent His own Son to die as a cursed thing for you a filthy, dirty sinner. You did not have anything
to recommend you to God at all - except your NEED. But God opened His heart to you and did it generations
before you were born, because He is always the same. He did it for you because that is what He is like. He
opened His heart. Calvary is God’s heart OPEN. It is eternity open. It is Heaven open. And Calvary is God
saying, “Will you not come to me and have my LIFE?” Return to Calvary and to the Word-of-the-Cross.

“The Word of the Cross,” says the apostle Paul, “is the power of God and the wisdom of God.” We
turn to the cross and what do we find? We find power to REPENT. That is the MERCY of God - His goodness
and His mercy, and we forget it. We do not realize afterwards that the goodness of God leads us to repentance.
What was that repentance, and that Faith which thrives in no other so0il? It was the awakening of the heart to
the wonder of Just Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus had come and God had opened His heart to us in Christ, He
had given us, as far as the creation is concerned, all that He had - because that is all He had. One drop of the
precious, new, wonder blood of Jesus signifies the same thing.

And so when we repented and turned to Him there, our heart opened by the simple faith of His Word,
and our heart opened to the wonder of the love of God in Christ Jesus. Without taking a course in even the
ABC'’s of it, we had been hearing the Word and faith came because we received the Word as the truth. FAITH
came. There was only one thing to be done - Faith was there waiting, saying, “Let me in. I am the Spirit that
believes God. Let me in. I am the Truth. I am God’s living Truth. Let me in.” There was one thing which had
to be done in us - just one thing: we had to REPENT. We had to repent, and the main reason for that repentance
was: we loved everything else but GOD, and we loved ourselves supremely. When we repented, we did not
have any of this deep life teaching as it is sometimes called. But why call it deep-life? WHY call it DEEP life?
Because it is just sinking down into the depths of God, that is all. Without having any knowledge of some of
these things like we are teaching, and which the Lord has tried to bring into living fact here, and IS bringing
into permanent form here - without any of that, we did it, because GOD DID IT FIRST. See! I like my Father.
I LIKE HIM. I love Him, but I LIKE Him too. I like Him; He is nice; He is lowly; He is sweet to me. I love
Him and I like Him because when I turned to Calvary it was because He had first loved me. I was not worthy
of anything. I was not any good. I was nothing to love, but He loved me anyhow. He loved me first and what
God did in opening His heart was to give all that He had in the creation. All that He had was Jesus, the Head
of all creation - His image, His Son. He gave HIM for me and looking there I heard God, faced Him, and said,
“He is mine. He died for me.” You have seen it, haven’t you? “Why, He died for me. He died for ME.”

What I am talking about is STAYING in that first love - staying in it with a heart awake to the wonder
of just Jesus - not the wonder of you, not even the wonder of your church, nor your movement, not the wonder
of any of those things, but your heart awake and open to the wonder of Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus is the
exhibition of God’s opened heart. That opening of God’s heart is the only thing which made it possible for you
and me to ever repent. That is what made it POSSIBLE for us to repent. There is no repentance in the devil.
There is no repentance in his kingdom at all. That is why it is what it is. We will not get into the question now,
of how long lasting it is, but it will be just as long lasting as he does not repent. And he is not going to repent
for he has done things that he cannot repent of.



Anyhow God has opened His own heart and I CAN repent because He did so. All right then, maybe we
have stumbled on the greatest thing there is in the whole universe. For what can be greater than that something
which makes the Eternal-God-of-consuming-glory-and-fire, who is unknown and unknowable unless He reveals
Himself -which makes Him open His whole heart and give out of His heart all that He has, and say, “Here,
go, and nail Him to the cross so that those poor sinners who are dead and belong to the devil and do not know
what to do, may have HIM if they want HIM. If they care to know His knowledge, they can have it.” What is
that in God which makes me say, “O, that is love.” Why do we not know it? Because we do not know what
repentance is; that is why. We hardly know the beginnings of what repentance means. And I do not mean
sobbing at the altar because you have found that you are trapped in some kind of a sin that has done something
to your life. I do not mean the remorse which covers you because you do not know whether you can get out
of the consequences of your sin, even if you are forgiven. I have heard them cry and sob that way. Somebody
has sinned and something has struck them, an incurable disease or something, and now they are horrified,
terrified, and say, “O my God, my God, why did I ever do it?” What they are worried about is the consequences
which, they are pretty sure, are in store for them. So they cry and feel bad for themselves and want God to help
them. God is willing to help them all right, but that is not repentance, just because you were stuck with some
sin and do not know what to do with it, and are horrified in facing what the results are going to be. That is not
repentance. Repentance is when you do, in the light of God, what HE did. God OPENED His heart because
He loved you, and that is what repentance is: OPENING YOUR WHOLE HEART to Him. He opened His
heart and gave all He had. There was the mystery of something that is beyond us, and it is one of the reasons
why Paul says, “to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge.” It does. It comes from eternity and we
cannot grasp it. We do not grasp what it is. But the kind of thing which God is seeking in us, is that we respond
to that opening of His heart. And that is repentance, when we turn to God and open our heart and soul and mind
and body to love Him as He did toward us.

That is the only way you can really love God. It has to be with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind, and with all your strength - AND your neighbor as yourself. There is no other way. I dare
say that I am within the bounds of absolute truth when I say that the reason that you do not know the love of
God that passeth knowledge - like He wants you to - is because you do not fully know what GOD means by the
word repentance. Ten, twenty, thirty, forty years after you started in the Way, you still do not fully understand
what HE means by repentance. When are you going to learn it? NOW. Now is the time. Everything has come
to now - NOW. We are in the NOW of God. Now is God’s time. THIS is God’s TIME.

The poor-in-spirit are those. God is going to raise them up. They are the Sons of God. He is drawing
them into Himself. “If I be lifted up from the earth,” said the Son of God, signifying by what death He should
die, “I will draw all men unto me.” He will draw if they are willing to be drawn. The Scripture does not say
that everybody is going to be drawn. He will draw all, and those who are willing to yield will be drawn into
Himself. No one can be so drawn into Himself unless they are living in His Mercy. You have to be in it, and
live it yourself. That is God’s Will, and His Will is Mercy. “Go, and learn what that meaneth, I will mercy.”
Then you taste and know the love of God. The poor-in-spirit are those very ones because they do not have
anything of their own. That poverty, however, is the opposite to covetousness and pride. It is the opposite
of the longing, and lusting, and loving of the things of the world. That is what takes place by a permanent
repentance. For poverty-of-spirit is just the same wide open heart that you started into the love of God with
when you first repented of your sins and came to Calvary’s Cross. Poverty-of-spirit is everlasting oneness of
the whole heart with God. It works out that way. That is simply repentance in its everlasting state. What do
you want more than to live with a wide open heart, a wide open soul, a wide open mind, and wide open body
and strength to God? What do you want more than that? You see there is the call of God, and if we know what
it is and know how it is, there is no reason why we should not be willing to enter into it and live in it.

The Holy Spirit guided me into a grasp of the wonder of it by showing me how the word “Repent”
works. I had for some reason found a closing of my heart to His Presence, and I went to my room to pray, and



as [ prayed He guided me to say, “I repent. I repent. I repent of ME.” After about an hour of just that simple
expression, I could perceive my heart and soul opening up to God. I could SEE the mystery of it and the
wonder of it. And after praying on for about another hour there it was, the POWER of that word “REPENT”
when used directly to my Lord: my whole heart and soul and mind and strength OPENED to Him. And since
that time it has been one of the great JOYS to pray, “I REPENT OF ME.”

We had a little expression something like this, given to us some years ago, “By cords of love you run
after Him, and you do not miss your footing for you have your eyes on HIM.” Now, how are you going to
KEEP your eyes on Him like that? How are you going to do it? You cannot do it except by opening your heart
to God. You can call it repentance or you can call it poverty-of-spirit, but you are not going to keep your eyes
on the Lord unless your whole heart is OPENED to the Lord. He has loved you into that position and your
place in being drawn by the cords of His love is to yield to the cords of His love. But you see, there it is again.
How are you going to yield? You DO NOT KNOW HOW TO YIELD except as you know how to repent.
Repentance is the opening of your heart. The very word, repent, is a power-of-God. It is the turning away from
everything else just to Him. And it works out that way - DRAWN TO HIM.

We will finish here with part of the first chapter of Revelation, verses 10-12, “I was in the Spirit on the
Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the
last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia . . . And I turned
to see the Voice . . .” (I heard a Voice, and I turned to SEE the Voice.) That is the action of repentance. God
is trying to get you to hear and to turn. You can hear God in the Bible if you have a hearing ear. Would it not
be wonderful, as you read the Bible, to just keep saying, “Yes, Lord; yes, Lord,” to everything He says. After
you keep saying, “Yes, Lord” to everything He says, by and by you will begin to have a peculiar sense, a sort
of seventh sense or something, coming into you - a new one, and that sense will be the divine sense of hearing
God. For if you say, “Yes, Lord,” when He speaks, by and by you will know that you are hearing Him. And if
you do not say, “Yes,” you never will know that you are hearing Him, and you will never find out how to turn.

John said, “I HEARD a voice, and | TURNED TO SEE that voice.” And that is the action of repentance,
and its abiding state. Rev. 1:12,13, “And I turned to see the Voice (of Him) that spake with me. And being
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks, one like unto the Son of
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the breast with a golden girdle.” Then follows the
amazing description of That Glorious Man which affected him in such a way that he says, “When I saw him I
fell at his feet as dead.” Rev. 1:17. Perhaps we would find “death to self” more quickly there than any other
way.

We have here the amplification of what repentance means, in one who was an old hand at it. He was
out on the isle of Patmos in this peculiar condition, and God began to speak. O my, you do not care where you
are if you can hear God. What is the difference whether you are on Patmos, or in Palestine, or just where you
live? What do you care? If you hear the Voice, and He calls, and you TURN TO SEE, the result is right, if you
really see what you ought to see. You do not need, then, any doctrine on death to self. If you really know what
repentance is, dear ones, there would be no necessity to try to explain the teaching on death to self, because you
would just DO what it is. If you heard God’s voice in the Bible and you turned to see that Voice, you would
be turning to the Light, and that Light shining into you would affect you this way: you would fall at His feet
AS DEAD, as far as the love of the world and self is concerned. And it would be the result of, shall we say, a
perfect repentance, and an abiding in that state, which is poverty-of-spirit.

If you are different now toward Him than you were when you first repented, why are you so? And
should you not repent that you are different? If now you do not know how to turn fully to Jesus, but twenty-
five years ago you did, there must be some definite reason for it. When you first found God it was the amazing
wonder of His open heart opening your heart by what He had done first. Then faith came in. Faith came in



because you heard God. And you let God break down every idol, and by His precious blood wash you whiter
than snow. That was the utterly simple thing which took place in your heart when you first found God. You can
ALWAYS find God the way you first found Him. Sometimes, after we failed to grasp what He did for us, and
have not been grateful or thankful, we have to search for Him, of course. But the way we CAN search for Him
is by the Spirit of searching who has come to us from Himself. When the Spirit of searching comes to us, which
is the Spirit of Truth, we may not know it. We may feel, “I want to find God.” But it is God wanting to find us.
If we will yield, we will find Him. If we will not yield, we will go out into eternity and we never will find Him.
We cannot find God in eternity unless we repent. For there is no way to find Him. You have to find God within
you, taking the place of your self love, or you never can find Him. But thanks be to God, that is what Calvary
is: God placing Himself where you CAN find Him.

God is so lowly, so imcomprehensibly lowly, that it is impossible for a world of sinners to be saved
unless they come to a place where they are willing to love and serve a God like that. When you love a God
who is so lowly as to give His own Son to die for you on a cross, it destroys your death and your self-love and
whatever condemns you. And so there it is, “I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,
saying unto me, Fear not.” God is not moved with any FEAR OF creatures, but He IS moved with compassion.
Unless we understand what constitutes His “fear,” we can only think of Him as of a creature.

He gave a message to the church at Ephesus, and said to them, “I have this against you because you
have left your first love.” They had all kinds of religious works, as described in the second and third verses of
Revelation 2. Study them over carefully: labor, patience, uncompromising with evil, judging false teachers,
bearing tribulations, laboring for His Name, and NOT FAINTING. All of those things are exceedingly
important. In fact those are the very things which deep-life teachers have to emphasize. Those works had
all come out of Something, and without that Something they would fade away as cut flowers. They had
left Something which was more important than all of those works, because those works were the effect of
Something. And the Something was the cause. Jesus said, “Thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore
from whence thou art fallen, and REPENT.” How do you return into your first love if you have left it? What is
the word? Repent. Repent.

Supposing that you do not know HOW to repent! You will do just what you have been doing. You will
go on and on and live outside of the wonder of that love of Christ. Certainly to be filled with all the fullness
of God, there ought to be a daily or weekly, or monthly, or at least yearly unfolding of your life of some great
increase in God. The reason, dear ones, that there is not that kind of thing in your life is that you do not know,
fully, the mystery of repentance. You do not know the mystery of repentance.

THE DAILY LIFE
(This sermon was given by Bro. Rex B. Andrews in October of 1949)

I want to read a portion here from the 5th chapter of Romans, verse 21. “That as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” It is God’s
will and it is God’s purpose that death shall become a dim and distant memory, that the power of life shall so
far supersede everything that death and sin and disobedience has ever been, that the remembrance of it shall
have faded away completely. He wants it to be taking place now in our lives that we are no longer under the
dominion of death and sin, but that we are under the dominion of life and faith-righteousness, and know it. That
battleground is in the DAILY LIFE. It is the daily grace where these things are fought out and where they are
won. We have to live the Bible - that is what it means.

Last night we were talking on the simple words “Just Jesus,” and tonight we are working it out a little
farther. How can it be Just Jesus and remain Just Jesus? Well, by the daily life. By LIVING the Bible, by



living in the DAILY GRACE OF GOD. He means for His grace to reign now through the righteousness of God
in Christ Jesus. He means for that grace to reign now unto everlasting life, even as death has reigned through
sin, and sin has reigned unto death, so that grace might reign through righteousness unto everlasting life. God
wants you to be a demonstration of the power of His grace-life, and His grace is superior to sin. There is no
power of sin that can overcome the grace of God if you are willing to live in it. I am sure it is coming up in the
world the conviction and the consciousness that we do not have to give ground to the devil. We do not have to
give in to the devil. We have a right to win. We have a right to drive him back. We have a right to face him
down if we are willing, in the battleground of our daily life, to live in the grace of God that saves us. And in
order to do that we have to love the Bible so that we can live it.

Wonderful, amazing thing what God has done in preserving for us the words of life, the words that
describe what kind of a life to live. Well, if you live that life, you are in the life, aren’t you? You do not have
to have a doctrine of eternal life. If you are living the words of God you are in the life. And that is where
the battleground is - the daily grace. Sometimes I call it the first works. Jesus said, “Repent and do the first
works.” Repent that you have fallen from your first love, and then do your first works. You cannot stay in your
first love unless you do your first works. And if you do not know what they are you will not be doing them, you
will be seeking to do other things. But the first works are just simply doing everything you do just for Jesus.
That is what the first works are and if you will remember that, you will find it very, very much easier to keep the
simple teachings and commandments of Jesus.

One of the things God is trying to get done here is to get our ears open. And one of the things we will
have to do to get our ears open is to quit enjoying so much the things that our eyes want to see and appreciate.
It is absolutely imperative that you be able to hear God. At least we need to have this opening out in us that
when we read the Bible we hear God. You can hear God with the ear of your understanding in perfect silence.
You can read the Bible and you can hear God if you know that God is speaking to you. That is one of the things
that our teacher, Mrs. Robinson, used to teach us by the Holy Ghost, that there are two persons in the Bible, God
and you. And you have to learn to say, “Yes, God, Yes, Jesus,” as you read along the things that come to your
heart’s notice. You need to answer and you need to say, “Yes, I hear You.”

But many of us are deaf to the Bible and one of the reasons is because we are so trained to the thinking
mind. The thinking mind and the seeing eye, that is seeing the world and the things of the world. They go
right close together. God has to completely change our imagination and completely change our expectation
rising from our desire, by changing the desire itself. And one of the ways He has to do that is to get us able
and willing to hear God. And so tonight you listen to God. You do not necessarily have to close your eyes, but
listen and see if the Holy Spirit does not quicken your hearing apparatus so you can hear God a little better.

We are in need of knowing what our first works are and doing them. The first works are doing
everything just for Jesus. Well, if we could keep that in mind we would not have very much difficulty in
obeying the teachings and commandments of Jesus. But we do not keep it in mind, and even if we do, there is
many a time when we are stumped to see how we can do it for Jesus, or we think we are. We are teaching the
complete consecration of the love of lowliness and the love of mercy. We need to live the mercying heart, and
pray that mercying prayer! God gave that to me from Heaven and I am unashamed to say it, although it might
sound as though I were trying to represent something that I have as being of a superior quality.

It is a superior quality but it is not something I have, it is something that has me and God gave it to me
direct from Heaven, and by it He made me able to conquer in all the things which I never was able to conquer
before. Be humble enough and lowly enough and willing enough to humble yourselves and come into that
permanent state which you were in when you repented and which IS poverty of spirit. If you hunger for it and
seek and pray through for it and are willing to pray with no exception at all, “Flood this one I am thinking of
with fulfilling mercies,” (meaning, “I want a deluge of God on them. I want your truth and Spirit working IN



them and FOR them, and I pray for not just a little mercy but a flood of FULFILLING MERCIES that their
lives may have everything that they need supplied to them for repentance to transformation of the whole being
in God - whatever is needed.”) you will find something happening in you.

You will know how to keep the commandments of Jesus. You will know how to triumph in your daily
life. You will not get stuck because you will know what to do when you think you are stuck. The only thing
that can ever bring you to a point where you are stuck is something or some place where you are not willing
to humble your heart enough so that you can believe God. If you know how to humble your heart enough, so
you can believe God, you will find nothing can block you and nothing can stop you because the Blood of Jesus
Christ has been shed. The right attitude of your heart toward the atoning Blood will set you and establish you
on your feet.

The free promise of the free gift of the free Holy Spirit is yours and you may have that free Holy Spirit
to bring you into the power of God and the power of God in you. And you may live in your first love because
the first love is opened in your heart when your heart opens to the wonder of Just Jesus Christ Himself in your
repentance. In your repentance your heart opens and the Faith of God comes into you by the truth of His Word.
But that faith that comes into you is that you BELIEVE IN THE LOVE OF THE GOD OF LOVE, and that love
is in the face and in the life of Jesus Christ whom you now begin to call Lord.

Your heart opens to the wonder of Just Jesus Christ Himself, and in that state of the first love, the chief
love that is, you will begin to do your first works without trying to figure out how to do them, because you are
swimming and living in the mercy of God. That mercy is the working of His Love to fulfill whatever need
you have. But God expects you then to testify to it and tell how wonderful Jesus is. As long as you stay in
that mercy and are willing to have that same kind of a heart in you towards others that God had in Him toward
you, you will stay in your first love because you will not get stuck. You cannot get stuck when you are doing
your first works, which means, you are doing everything just for Jesus. By and by, when you want to begin to
do something for you and you forget that poverty that you were in when you first came to Jesus and that you
had nothing but the Blood of Christ, you will begin to take on critical spirit, and the judgment of pride, and the
consternation and angers and hatreds of frustrated coveting and lustings.

Then the first thing you know you will forget that the only one single talent that you have and that
everyone has, is mercy. If you do not use it, if you do not pass it on, if you do not make some gain for God by
it, by and by you will look and you will find that even the thing you seem to have has begun to disappear and
you do not know what it was you had. And then you are stuck because in the daily life you have been a judger,
and a faultfinder, and a hater, and you coveted and you pleased yourself and you have forgotten that your first
works were simply to do everything just for Jesus.

As long as you stay in that free mercy and will do to all others, with no exception, at least in your
heart (because that is where it has to generate and overflow from) then you will stay in that simple victory and
triumph in which you win in your daily life. You will win the battle.

The battleground of God is your daily life and there He wants the daily grace of God to appear and
to rule and to reign over sin, and now is the time when He is going to cause it to rule over death. The time is
now, not tomorrow or some other time. It is now. God’s Word of Life is in the world for His people and it will
spring up all over the world wherever there are those who will love poverty of spirit and are willing to live in
the fountain of the mercies that God has done to them, pouring it out freely to others because that is what the
love of God is. The love of God, as distinguished from all other loves, is the love of utter lowliness and mercy,
and when you take those two terms out of it you have the devil. Take the word “utter lowliness” out of the word
“love” and you have pride and that is the devil. And you take the word “mercy” out of the word “love,” and you
have wrath and force and corruption and coveting.



The God of love and the love of God is distinctly characterized by a love of utter lowliness, a poverty in
which you have nothing of your own at all. You do not HAVE ANYTHING but the Blood of Jesus Christ and
the offered righteousness of God or justice of God, which is yours when you believe because that faith is just.
You are justified when you believe God and so that love of God is the love of lowliness and mercy.

If you will pray through to know Jesus, you will win. You will come clear through into what that prayer
means, which means the unveiling of Jesus Christ in you and to you, so that Jesus has become to you and will
become to you, MORE than your own life ever was as a living permanent experience. But God does not want
to just call it experience, He wants it called “Jesus.” And that is what you will call it - “Jesus,” Jesus more real
to me than I am to myself. That is what the Lord is trying to do and in this series of meetings we are seeking to
recover some of the simple points of the teachings that were given in other years.

What we are teaching about the mercying heart and the love of lowliness is the way to keep God’s
commandments. Some of you have prayed for years and years for perfect love and to love God and to be able
to keep His commandments. You will find that when you do keep them, whether it is by understanding the kind
of teaching I have been giving, or just doing it without understanding it, you will find that you are keeping all
those Words of Jesus by the Love of God issuing through your heart in mercy to others, because that is the way
the Love of God is expressed.

It is expressed in the heart of mercy and through the heart of mercy and the love of extreme and utter
lowliness, for then God can flow through and it is pure God. The reason I say the love issues in Mercy is this
- because Mercy is the supply of life supplying any kind of need that His children or His creatures have. There
is one love and that is God and He is an outpouring fountain of love. But there are thousands and millions of
mercies needed for thousands and millions of needs according to thousands of millions of persons. And every
need is a call to God and it is a call that God cannot keep from fulfilling, if there is any humbling of the heart
so that Faith can enter. Faith cannot enter or reside in you in any greater degree than the lowliness of God is in
your heart and life.

The working of His life, as love expresses it, to each individual need is Mercy. Mercy is what love
does in giving its life to fulfill the need of one who needs something of life to fulfill it. It does not make any
difference what it is - mercies are LIMITLESS. They are COUNTLESS, multitudinous. They are MORE than
the sands of the sea, and they are more than the astronomical figures of the possible numbers of suns and stars in
the skies. The mercies of God are more than all of these things, but it is all a fountain - one fountain of love.

When you in your daily life pray such a prayer as “Lord, you flood that one I am thinking of with
fulfilling mercies,” then you will find that the love of God is conquering in your life and is conquering in every
commandment of Jesus Christ. You will find that it works that way because all the commandments of Jesus
have to do with your relations to your brothers and sisters in Christ or to other human beings - how you REACT
to certain conditions. If you react in one way and do not make any exception at all in your heart, by and by it is
just second nature to you to only act one way and it does not make any difference what happens to you. It will
not matter whether they slandered you or have gone to law against you, or whether you have lost something or
whether you are in contest with several different kinds of anger, or whether you are tempted to despise, or have
contempt or condemnation in your heart, or any of these things. You are tempted to curse those that curse you,
or at least you are tempted to do something inside that you do not let on outside that you are doing, but which is
pleasing to self - a reaction which is not the blessing of God.

You will find that you can keep all the commandments of Jesus by that simple prayer of the mercying
heart providing you love the lowliness you were in when you first repented and that you want to stay in that
lowliness and broken spirit and contrite heart as your eternal and permanent relation to God. If you are willing
to stay in that lowliness, by and by you will find that it was not you that was lowly at all. You will find that God



was just making you know Him. When you realize and see that it is the Lord who is lowly and that the Most
High is the Most Low, then you will have found a rock on which to stand and Satan can never knock you off of
it because you will always know where God is.

If you will fight the battle of your daily life and if you will stand in the daily grace of God, you will
come off more than conqueror and you will conquer the devil at every step. You can do that if you are willing
to take the commandments of Jesus Christ and know that everyone of those commandments is an expression of
His love. You do not have to pray four to ten years, “Lord, make me love that sister. I cannot love her. I hate
her, but I want to love her and I pray you will help me. I just cannot stand that kind of thing. I hope I never
have to meet her at all. If I can just make a circuit of 50 miles around where I will not have to come face to face
with that person, then I will feel all right. I will feel comfortable and feel saved because I do not have to come
within 50 miles of them.” But you have got to have more of the victory than that.

You might have this much victory - “Well, I can come and pass by them and kind of half smile. I can
kind of put up with them in the same room where I am. I can worship God in the same meeting with them, but I
do not believe in them just the same. I know that there is a whole lot of hypocrisy in them and I can hardly bear
to be in the same room but [ will tolerate it.” Some people think when they get so far that they can be in the
same room with somebody that they do not like, they feel that with that toleration they have made great strides.
But that is the law.

That is the Old Testament law. That is not the Gospel. The Gospel is that you go way beyond that kind
of thing and that you supply what that person needs. You know what is the matter with them so you know what
they need. You are going to be called to account for the battle of your daily life from the things that you are
able to say to others. “Oh, that person is like that. And that person is this way, etc.” When you have told it
with your mouth you are responsible and it is written down and you have to do something sometimes about that
thing you have said with your mouth because it is part of you. And whether you know it or not, it will be there
in the Judgment Day sticking right out just as plain as can be, unless you find some way to get past it. And the
gospel is not just simply tolerating people we do not like very well.

We do not give to them that ask us and we have not got something in us that is able to react and not
react in retaliation. We do not know how to bless them that curse us except once in awhile. What I am talking
about here is the conflict in the daily life in which you find the secret and find out how to do it - the thing that
God taught here for years and years by the Word of Wisdom. And some of you have lived under that teaching
here for 35 years and still you do not know how to meet the action of the flesh and the world in people and not
retaliate - at least inside of you. There are those of you who think if you can TOLERATE somebody, you are
doing pretty good.

That is not the kind of thing that is going to put the devil off the earth. He is going to be put off all right,
but he is going to be put off the earth and he is going to be conquered in your daily life by your ability to go the
second mile and to bless them that curse you and to keep those commandments of Jesus. If you do not know
what they are how are you going to keep them? If you do not take the commandments of Jesus, for instance in
the 5th chapter of Matthew, and pray over them and set them before your eyes and worship God and say, “Yes,
Jesus,” to every one of those commandments, how are you going to know what He expects you to do? If you do
not know how to keep those commandments when you are in the conflict of them, are you going to spend five
or ten or twenty or thirty years trying to pray through for one or two of those things to have perfect love? After
twenty years has gone by you find the thing you prayed for ten years ago is cropping up again in you now and
there you are until you are taken unawares.

What God is getting at in these days is to make you more than conqueror. He wants to show you how
to fulfill in God. He wants to give you the Spirit of grace and supplications, the Spirit of faith and mercy and



lowliness in such a way that you can conquer. You can conquer right now, every day and in everything. You
can if you will pray that mercying heart prayer and pray through for poverty of spirit until it becomes second
nature to you. You can pray this little prayer we have been expressing over and over again, “Lord, make me
poor in spirit, give me poverty of spirit, fill me and possess me with the Holy Spirit and keep me in a continual
baptism of the Holy Ghost and make me know Jesus.”

If you are willing to do that kind of thing you will win in that prayer, because to say, “Fill me and
possess me with the Holy Spirit,” is just the same thing as the mercying heart. You cannot be filled and
possessed with the Holy Spirit and overflowing and running over without the mercying heart. You cannot do it
for there is no other way for the love of God to come forth through you or in you except by His mercy flowing
through you toward others. Practice and learn that simple prayer so that you are not taken unawares. If you are
taken unawares do not spend any time moping around and saying, “Why didn’t I do it?” Just go and do it, that
is all.

There is no condemnation about that kind of a thing. You find out that you forgot. Pray, “Lord, you
flood him or you flood her with fulfilling mercies.” Then you have prayed the biggest prayer that you can
possibly pray. There is not any bigger prayer. At just one shot you have hit the bull’s eye and you have won
whatever trophy there is for hitting the bull’s eye. You will hit it every time. You will be a crack shot. By and
by Satan will begin to get kind of wary of you because he does not like to get shot that way.

You can win and you can win every time in the conflict of your daily life and you will not have to spend
ten years praying to love somebody that you do not like. You just pray for them, maybe ten minutes or ten
hours at the most, “Lord, you just flood that one with fulfilling mercies.” And in ten minutes or ten hours you
can win victory that some of you may have been taking ten years to win.

It is a very, very simple thing but I tell you, it works out a triumph that makes you more than conqueror.
And little by little, you do not feel like a gopher chasing for his hole. You feel like David after he had shot his
sling and hit that one vulnerable spot in the great giant, Goliath. If you are careless about the little things of
your daily life you will begin to lose Jesus Christ. “As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk ye in
Him.” Live the Bible. Pray, “Lord, give me an obedient spirit.” Obedience is the great lesson. If you will not
let Him have possession in the times when you are being tried in your daily life, in the hours of your testing,
you will soon be the one to be testing other people.

We are not preaching a doctrine of consecration because the more you preach a doctrine of consecration
the more puzzled some people get. They wonder, how will I ever do it? You will know when you are
consecrated and you will be willing to DO the words of Jesus Christ. You will be willing to give your life to
keep those commandments and when you know how to do it and pray that simple prayer of the mercying heart,
you will find in one day, in one part of a day, the victory of the love of God in your life that some of you have
fought and struggled for for years. And then you did not find it because it simply is the will and love of God
working right out through you in fulfilling mercies. What you pray for somebody else God is going to do for
you - only you cannot think of that as a reward or you will miss it.

If you pray, “Lord, you flood that one I am thinking of with fulfilling mercies,” and you do not make
any exception about it, God is not going to make any exception of you. He is going to flood you with fulfilling
mercies. He is going to see that you have everything you need because He cannot spare you. He has got
to have you. There is hardly anybody that is willing to go that far with God. They want the blessing of the
Holy Ghost and they want the feelings and good times of the Holy Ghost, but they do not want to live the
commandments of Jesus which is the only way that you can stay filled and overflowing with the Holy Spirit. If
you want a Spirit-filled and Spirit-possessed life, you have to keep the words of Jesus.



How are you going to keep them? You are going to keep them by the love of God flowing through you.
How does that happen? How do you do it? By meeting the needs that you see, for when you see somebody is
lacking and somebody is wrong, then you see their need. You tell everybody else about it - why not tell God
about it? If you tell God about it, you will not tell the others about it. You will say, “My Lord, you see that
great, big, awful need in that person. Now you just flood them - not a little sprinkle but flood their life with
fulfilling mercies. I want them to have all they need to fulfill that need for God.” When you do that you will
find that faith begins to reach up for God and you will find that He carries you through.

Has He not picked out a sweet way for our crucifixion? A beautiful way. Suppose He had said, “Now
you must be sad and sorrowful and dark and gloomy and crabbed and cranky to be crucified?” Why beloved,
we have got to rescue this expression of death to self and crucifixion of the self life. We have got to rescue it
from the desert realms, the realms of the area of desolation which the thinking, reasoning mind gets it into.

You try to work it out and reason it out and you cannot do it. You have got to die in the Love of God in
order to be dead to self. But I am afraid to get trapped in this subject or we will not get any further and we want
to keep on going. But isn’t it wonderful that God has picked out such a sweet way for you to die to self? For if
you really keep your consecration to God, you will be dying to self. And you will not be helping God out all the
time and showing Him how to let you die.

God has chosen a sweet and wonderful way for us to die to self. You just fall into the love of God and
expire there - just be immersed, sunk down in the love of God. You will be immersed in the love of God if
you will do it, and you will do it if you understand that the love of God issues in mercy. That is His will - “I
WILL MERCY.” If you will do it eventually it becomes kind of second nature to you so that you are not taken
completely back when something wrong happens and somebody has done this or that. But God has chosen a
sweet and wonderful way for you to die to self - a beautiful way. We have to know how to let go inside. And
that is what you learn in the things we are teaching.

There are two holy things - peace and joy. “Great peace have they which love Thy law.” If I have not
great peace I do not love His law enough. Have you greater peace at some times than others? Look up all the
ways to find peace. The Lord will point a kindly finger at your fault. When you lack peace run to Jesus. Live
the Bible. Live it in the Spirit of obedience. And as you come to these scriptures you find that God wants you
to have peace and joy right while you are keeping your consecration.

And keeping your consecration means that you will die to self. And right while you are doing it He
wants you to know the scriptures and live them to stay in peace and in joy. Look up to the Lord in your Bible
study, for instance, on all the ways to find peace and run to Jesus for help. You find it, if you run to Him now
the same way you did the first time you ran to Him. If you are perfectly helpless and do not have anything but
the Blood of Jesus and do not have anything but repentance as the knowledge to approach Him, why, that is all
you need.

You do not need any other knowledge, because after awhile you find the knowledge of Jesus and you
know just exactly how to reach Him every moment. The scriptures on peace and joy help you in that. And
so He will point a kindly finger at your fault. Look to see what others did to obtain peace. “In everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God and the peace of God
which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

If you will pray that prayer of the mercying heart you will be able in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, to make your requests known unto God, because you will find that He always
answers your prayer. There is one prayer He will always answer. If you want Him to do the mercy to others
that He has done to you, and you will not make any exception, by and by you will find that He instantly answers



you. You have audience with Heaven. You know that God hears you and though He is greater than your heart,
your own heart does not condemn you because you are not condemning anybody else. You are praying for the
justness and the justification, the working and the blessing of the mercy of God upon their lives in the same free
and full sense as it was upon your life. Then it works out. He shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.

Go to your Bible. Examine yourself. Who lacks joy? What are you not doing? There are lots of good
recipes for joy. Are you a fearer? Do you lack faith? Study quite awhile over faith. Pray daily to be filled with
the knowledge of His will. When you have gone and learned what this means, I will mercy and not sacrifice,
then you know that the will of God is mercy and you are free in the knowledge of His will. Pray, “Make me
love your will. Make me know it and do it. Jesus, do your will in me that I may walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing.” When you love lowliness and mercy you are right in the center of the answer to those simple
prayers.

There is no more dangerous thing in the world than to take a blessing from the Bible and immediately
see an audience, somebody that you might influence, etc. You waste your spiritual substance. Say “Yes” to
Jesus when reading the Bible. This is a very solemn and penetrating statement and it is the thing that most
preachers get trapped in. Many times they get trapped in it so early in their ministry that they do not know it
and they never get out of it. The Word is being given in your souls when you are reading the Word. We need to
hear God. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. When your heart opens to hear and when
you are reading the Bible and saying “Yes” to Jesus, then you begin to hear God and when you can hear God,
faith comes. But you cannot hear God unless you are wiling to humble your heart and do to all others, with no
exception, the mercy God has done to you. If you do that and live that simple thing, you will find you have the
secret of keeping the commandments of Jesus Christ. It works out in you.

I want to read that again. There is no more dangerous thing in the world than to take a blessing from the
Bible and immediately see an audience - somebody that you are going to influence by it or teach or preach it to.
Why? Because you waste your spiritual substance. There are more dried up lives - dried up preachers and Holy
Ghost Christians - in the world today over this one thing than perhaps over any other one thing, unless it would
be a critical and judging heart. A great many people get trapped in this thing and never get out of it. They are
reading the Bible and they get a text. They are reading the Bible and suddenly they get a light and then they
preach that light that same night or the next time they preach or teach. When they have preached it and taught
it, then the substance is gone. It is just simply gone. They have wasted their substance. they have given out
something to all the people that God meant them to live by and they have not got it any more - it just begins to
turn out a flat tire, a flabby thing, unless they pray much over it.

I do not mean that the Lord does not give us things when we are studying the Word to give to others,
but we can learn to know that. This is a point that is mighty good for us to remember, because it robs you of
your own ability to study the Bible to live by it. You simply become a teacher of others and the condemnation
is on you still. There is no more dangerous thing in the world, that is to the victory of daily grace, than to take
a blessing from the Bible and immediately see an audience, someone that you might influence. Do you go
joyfully out to love others? Love everybody. Do not demand people to love you. You love them.

I wonder, are you delivered from this conception of the grace of God that everybody has to give grace to
you, that God is teaching other people to love you when you are reading the Bible. When you are reading the
Bible He is teaching you to love them. But I have heard it so many times. I have heard persons who were deep-
life persons and who were teachers of others on the crucified life feeling all upset because others do not love
them. “So now they are supposed to love me, that is just what God wants. That is the teaching of the Word.
They are supposed to love me.” No, they are not. You are supposed to love them. You are supposed to let the
Word of God teach you to love them, but it does not teach you to demand that they love you, because when you



change it to demand that they love you, you have become a sink hole in the desert and you are just trying to
drain into that sink hole of your life everything that everybody else has got. God wants you to be a fountain in
the desert. He wants you to turn the desert to blossom. He wants to make your heart a fountain and it will be a
fountain if you know how to pray the overflowing of the mercying heart with no exceptions.

THE RIGHT ATTITUDE
By Rex B. Andrews

(This article has been reprinted from the July-September 1955 issue of “Feed My Lambs.” The actual talk was
given at the Faith Homes in October of 1949)

We will take as a general theme tonight: The right Attitude to See The King - to get our eyes open to the
King. God has dealt with us here for many years trying to bring us into line with Him, and to bring us into the
Right Attitude. We give a few sentences, as a beginning, from a message that was given here in 1934.

“Open thine eyes to see the King. You do not see Jesus. Behold, what it is the Lord has sought for thee.
It is to have Jesus. He is waiting for everyone. He has not meant it for one but for many. God is going to take
you soon but not at this time and if you will be wide awake and open your eyes, you will behold the King. Get
ready and meet the King. He is very near. Just look at Jesus. Do not look at it as you have planned. He wants
His people to take steps just as He plans. It is a lesson that can only be learned by those who have found the
King, have seen Jesus in their soul. Open your eyes. Be comfortable with Jesus. It is God and He wants His
people to be prepared for His coming.”

And another little excerpt: “Jesus is making it easy and be glad of that. He is ready to take His people
but it is not now. He wants you to understand it is Jesus, and then you will understand.”

The reason we do not understand God and do not understand what He is trying to do, is that we do not
understand that it is just Jesus we are to KNOW. We have the statement which we teach and preach in our
different churches - JUST JESUS. That is a wonderful thing - a wonderful thing which has transpired from the
seed sown in this place through the message of the founder of this Work.

There are those who feel that we idolize Mrs. Robinson. The fact of the matter is we hardly make
anything of her at all, compared with what people do at Moody’s and other places concerning those whom God
used to start their work. We have hardly said anything about Mrs. Robinson. Perhaps not nearly enough. It
has been said to me as far west as the Pacific coast, “Well, do you not think that you make a kind of an idol of
Mrs. Robinson there in the Faith Homes?” And I said, “No, no. We have never said anywhere near enough.”
Nobody ever lived that cared less to be praised, or to be made something of and did not WANT to be made
something of than Mrs. Robinson. The passion of her heart was that others might know Just Jesus, as she had
found Him. She gave her life for the testimony.

A great many people feel in the beginnings of their Pentecostal experience, that they are far beyond
that simple kind of teaching which Mrs. Robinson used to give here. Even people who were just beginners
in the wonderful baptism of the Holy Ghost could not see it very much because it was so simple. They were
looking for something grandiose. But here it was very, very simple. Mrs. Robinson, in her life and ministry and
immersion in the sweetness of Jesus Christ was (in her own heart, in relation to all the rest of us) willing to give
her life unto death. And she did. A willingness to suffer and pray that OTHERS might come into an utterly
simple life; a completely and utterly simple life where Jesus was more real to them than their own life.

That is really what this Pentecostal work should have produced in the earth. It has not produced it yet.
But it is on the way! The tree is growing and the blossoms are beginning to show up a little bit and there is a



springtime of Heaven upon us. But it is a bleak cold winter outside in the poor old world. God help us to find
Jesus like we were taught to find Him.

I have just read, “It is not meant for one but for many.” We have not been able in this Work to stand
fully against the pressure to destroy that kind of a testimony. We have not been able to produce very fully the
meaning of it and the fruit of it. But it is being produced by the Lord. It is the Lord; and He is doing it all over
the earth nowadays. It is “springing forth” in many places. And those of you here who are willing to go this
way and are willing to learn the lessons of giving up your life utterly and completely, will find, I am sure, that
the Holy Spirit will guide you through. I know it. I know that He is doing it. So we go back to our general
theme.

We have read, “Open your eyes to see the King,” and at the end of it, “It is Just Jesus, and when you
understand that it is Just Jesus, then you will UNDERSTAND.” There are difficulties in our lives. But there is
one thing that is very essential, and that is: the Right Attitude. The Right Attitude toward God, and the Right
Attitude toward His call in the midst of things. We have chosen that expression to describe what is our theme.



